LAE 


MISSIONARY REVIEW 


Mesperandum, Christo sub Muce. 


I.--“ THE MORNING COMETH.” 


BY THE REV. HOLLIS REED, SOME YEARS MISSIONARY IN INDIA, AUTHOR OF ‘“‘ GOD 
IN HISTORY,” &C. 


OF the final and complete deliverance of this world from the thral- 
dom of sin and the dominion of Satan, we can have no doubt. Christ 
is King of kings: all dominions shall serve Him. But we see not 
yet all things put under Him. Darkness has long covered the earth. 
It has been a long night, and during the notable 1000 years of Papal 
supremacy, a night of almost unbroken darkness. The dawn at length 
appeareth. During the last three centuries, light has illumed the 
eastern horizon. ‘The press, the school, the preaching of the Word, 
have shed their rays abroad till we begin joyfully to hail the coming 
day. 

Standing on the watchtower, we do well now to pause and take a 
cursory survey of the great missionary work. What promise of final 
success—what tokens that the Day Spring from on high hath visited 
us, and that the long night of spiritual death is receding? Especially, — 
what are we authorized to expect from the present status of Christian 
missions? What are the signs of the times that indicate the near 
approach of so happy a consummation? We name a few of them. 
And 

I. Providence has opened the way for the general diffusion of the 
Gospel. ‘Trade and commerce, steam-navigation and railways, the 
telegraph and the press, -have been the sure agents of preparing the 
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way for the entrance of the Gospel among the nations of the earth. 
And the “sword that goeth before him”—“that smiteth the nations’ — 
the wars that have raged during the present century, have done more 
than all to break down and move out of,the way the great hindrances 
to the introduction of the Gospel. Terribleas it is, war is the agency 
employed to remove obstacles, to fiibihinn Yon and clear the way for 
the planting of the Gospel of peace. But why this deadly remedy? 
We reply: sin is so deadly a disease that, for the most part, it will 
yield to no remedy. It must be destroyed, not cured. Persuasion, 
teaching, reformation, rescue a few, while the great multitude rush on 
to destruction. And war has ever been the besom of destruction. It 
was war that cleared the track for the chosen tribes in their march 
through the wilderness—that swept the hostile nations from the 
promised land—that prepared the Roman Empire for the first great 
possession of the Christian church—that opened the way for the 


.. Reformation of the Sixteenth Century—that extended the church 


from one European nation to another—that planted the cross on the 
American continent—that opened India and China and the isles of the 
sea—that has taken away the temporal power of the Infallible Pope, 
and we may hope struck the death-blow to the most vaunting delu- 
sion and tyranny that ever cursed our race. 

But for the conquests of British arms in India and China, the mill- 
ions of those great and populous countries had still remained the 
vassals of idolatry.* And what has war not more recently done in 
breaking the power of the Papacy, and freeing the nations of Europe 
from the most oppressive, demoralizing despotism, and opening a wide 
and effectual door for the entrance of the Gospel? And what but war 
removed the yoke of bondage from the necks of 4,000,000 in our own 
land ? 


II. The preparatory work—what has been dene—what agencies and 


[* This view of our contributor is doubtless correct, because of the little faith and 
courage of the church. But was not the command to go and evangelize the millions 
of India and China just as positive and binding on the church before, as since, the 
British conquest of those countries ? And does not the history of Protestant mis- 
sions in the Sandwich Islands, Madagascar and elsewhere, as well as the progress of 
the Gospel in the first three centuries, show conclusively that the church need not, 
and should not, wait for a Christian government (so called) to subjugate the ~ 
heathen before she seeks to enlighten and win them to Christ ?—Eb.] 
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facilities provided—what vantage-ground gained—what momentum > 
-secured for future progress ? The history of modern missions is our 
record here. It tells of the translation of the Bible into 260 different 
languages—of the press sending forth a Christian literature among all 
the principal nations of Pagandom—of Christian schools educating 
hundreds of thousands of heathen children and youth; and not com- 
mon schools only, but academies, boarding-schools, colleges and theo- 
logical seminaries, fitting a new generation for the great work before 
them. It tells of churches organized ; of church edifices erected in all 
those heathen lands; of myriads of converts gathered from the 
bondage and corruption of idolatry into the fold of the Good Shep- 
herd. As the light of the Gospel and of Christian civilization has 
cast its rays over the dark places of the earth, superstition, caste and 
prejudice have been greatly modified, if not annihilated. Modern 
facilities for travel have had much to do to undermine the strongholds 
of heathen superstition. 
Simply the spread of the English lamades 3 among so many Pagan 
nations, is a powerful element to enlighten and emancipate from the 
, thraldom of ignorance and superstition. For the English language 
contains the Gospel—and much besides. It is the repository and the 
vehicle of true science, of history, of philosophy and Christian civili- 
zation. It is the language of Protestant Christianity. 

And a yet more promising prognostic of future progress, is the 
natwe agency that has been raised up for the future work. Teachers, 
evangelists, pastors, editors, and professors in the higher institutions 
of learning, have been reared from native material and made efficient 
helpers in the work. Vain is the hope to convert the world by 
foreign teachers and preachers. These must inaugurate the work— 
must furnish the preliminary means and agencies—must educate and 
bring into the field the future working corps, and for a time supervise 
the work. And money, in large and increasing amounts, must be 
supplied in all the preliminary stages of the missionary enterprise : 
for the support of laborers ; for the free working of the press ; for an 
enlarged scheme of education ; the translation, publication and circu- 
lation of the Bible; the erection of churches and school-houses, and 
for the entire work of evangelization. 


But as this preliminary work advances the native agencies are being 
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prepared, and these must take up and forward the work to its final | 
consummation. 

Such a point has measurably of 
talent and aptitude for their great mission, have been rescued from 
the degradation of heathenism—converted and fitted for the work. 
The late meeting of the Evangelical Alliance, in New York, brought 
before us a notable example. The Rev. Narayan Sheshadri is but one 
of scores, yea, of hundreds, in our missionary fields, who are zealous, 
intelligent, eloquent and successful preachers of the Gospel. They 
are pastors of churches, evangelists, colporteurs, teachers in the higher 
schools, or connected with the press. Every department of the Chris- 
tian work abroad has this element successfully at work. ‘Their con- 
nection with the press, with the translation of the Bible, and the | 
preparation of a Christian literature is a sure harbinger of the coming 
day. And this species of agency is susceptible of indefinite increase. 
We need only a mighty baptism of the Holy Spirit, and there would 
appear at every missionary station native helpers fully adquate to the 
demand. 

Nor is there in the church at home any lack of men or money, or 
of any of the munitions of the Christian warfare, for the speedy con- 
version of the world. AJl wanting is the baptism—the consecration 
of what we have—a Pentecostal baptism that shall bring great mul- 
titudes into the fold of Christ, and write holiness to the Lord on all 
they possess. 

Another item deserving attention is the increasing self-swpport of 
mission churches, and an encouraging spirit of Christian benevolence. 
The mission churches at the Sandwich Islands are no longer dependent 
on the board for their support. And more than this, they are earn- 
estly engaged in sending the Gospel to the islands beyond. It is said 
there is not within 2000 miles of ‘Tahiti, as a radiating point, an island 
that has not been blessed with the Gospel. We hear of one church 
(on the island of Kohula), giving, in one year, $2158, an average of 
$3.71 by each member. Another church gave $5 a member. Not 
a few churches in Syria, Turkey and India are self-supporting. They 
have their native pastors, supported by their own contributions. 
Some adopt the good old Scriptural mode of giving to the Lord a fithe 
of all they possess. The Church Missionary Society of England 
reports 77 of its former mission stations as having become independent 
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and self-supporting. They have, at these stations, 120 ordained native 
__ preachers, and a large corps of evangelists, teachers and_colporteurs, 
' And the mission churches under this society alone report £20,000 
($100,000), as raised by themselves and their friends for religious 
purposes. And the London Missionary Society make a report not 
less encouraging. 

The self-support of mission churches tells largely for the future 
progress of the work. For vain would seem the hope to send out 
foreign laborers in sufficient numbers to meet the demands for the 
world’s conversion. But when we see native helpers springing up in 
-every portion of the great field, men who have only to speak in the 
language in which they were born, the wonderful things of God ; men 
at home in the manners, customs and religions of their native lands, 
we may take courage and feel assured that the work is to advance 
unprecedented zapidity. 

III. Another cheering sign of the dawning of a better day for those 
who have so long sat in darkness, is the late movement in behalf of 
the women of Pagan lands—what is significantly called ‘‘ Woman’s 
Work for Woman.” Here opens a new and broad field; and the 
ready and liberal response of Christian women is a new star of hope. 
Without the Christianization and elevation of Pagan woman, Chris- 
tianity in those lands would fail of its power to oless. Women’ s 
work for woman is therefore a blow struck at precisely the right 
point. It meets a want in the missionary work of surpassing mag- 
nitude. | 

The organization of societies, the lively interest taken by Christian 
women in this department of the work, and the success that has 
already followed ; and, on the other hand, the corresponding openings 
in heathen countries for the free and successful prosecution of such an 


agency, mark a new era in the missionary enterprise. ‘The simple | 


fact that woman is nothing in Pagan lands—that, as wife, mother, 
daughter, sister, she has no position, no influence in the salutary train- 
ing of the family, no position in society—nothing of what we call 
female influence, tells the story of woman’s degradation ; and of the 
inestimable value of every well-directed effort for her emancipation 
and elevation. A new era has dawned, the morning light is breaking 
in upon woman’s dark night. ‘There is, perhaps, at this moment, not 
amore completely open and hopeful field. The leading classes, the 
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educated and more wealthy natives, have become interested that their 
wives and daughters shall be educated and raised to the condition of 
civilized woman. Christian teachers are, sought after by native 
princes, invited to visit their zenanas, teach their wives and daugh- 
ters, and establish schools for others, the expense of teachers and 
schools, in repeated instances, being generously provided by these 
princes. ‘This furnishes special facilities for sowing the seed of Gospel 
truth in soil heretofore quite beyond the reach of Christian effort. 
There are other signs of promise of scarcely less significance. 
There is a marked tendency among all evangelical denominations to 
i union—a noteworthy closing up of the ranks of the sacramental host 
ai a decided preparation for the coming conflict and the final victory. 
Our great enemy, the Romish Papacy, marshaled and led on by the 
Bh) Jesuits, is united, and, as never before, is collecting his resources and 
preparing the munitions of war for the great and final conflict. These 

»sappers and miners, these insidious schemers and secret workers, leave 
not a stone unturned to undermine our foundations and to support the 
despotism of Rome. In an infinitely higher and holier sense our 
union, zeal and devotion must be engaged to extend, build up and 
establish truth and righteousness among all the nations of the earth. 
The great Pentecostal blessing, the baptism of the Holy Ghost, that 
which gave “ power” to the primitive church to carry the Gospel unto 
all the nations of the earth, was a glorious realization and fruit of 
Christian union. It is said of the first disciples, “they were all, with 
one accord, in one place.” And they continued in prayer until the 
great, the all-consummating blessing came. It was the united, impor- 
tunate, persevering prayer of the whole church. And then, in the 
same spirit of union of purpose and of action, they went forward in 
the great work. And how, in a single generation, the Gospel made 
its way into all the known nations of the earth, the Acts of the 
Apostles testify. 

There is no#& more sure harbinger of the coming dawn than we 
hail in the increasing Christian union of the present day. It fore- 
shadows our victory in the coming conflict—our final conquest of 
the world to Christ. 

The late meeting of the EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE speaks a volume 
here. Never since the ever-to-be-remembered day of Pentecost, has 
there been so signal a union of the different branches of the great 
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Christian family. There were assembled in council, for prayer and 
deliberation, for rejoicing over past progress and the devising of plans 
for the future, representatives of all branches of the Evangelical 
Church, from all parts of the world. Baptists and Methodists, Pres- 
byterians and Episcopalians, united in prayer and thanksgiving to 
God; and all sat down at the table of one common communion—one 
of the most morally sublime scenes of the century. It was “soul-— 
stirring and sublime, when that vast assembly, composed of men from 
every nation and kindred, and tongue and people, with full hearts and 
voices, rehearsed together the common creed—I believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church and the communion of the saints.” 

It was an alliance, not only to unite all Christians, but an alliance 
against a common foe; an alliance offensive and defensive against our 
two great enemies, Ultramontane Papacy and modern infidelity ; 
an infidelity not the less dangerous because crafty and insidious, and 
clad in a Christian garb, 

When the whole church shall become permanently thus united and 
baptized by the Holy Spirit then shall all our divisions and dissen- 
sions come to an end; then her vast resources and powers shall be 
developed and consecrated to her great mission; and then shall the 
watchmen on Zion’s walls see eye to eye, and “the whole body will 
increase with the increase of God ;” then shall we all “ come unto the 
unity of the faith of the knowledge of the Son of God, into a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


II.--YEAR’S PROGRESS IN FOREIGN MISSIONS--1877-1878. 


THE more earnest efforts we make to gather and present reliable 
statistics of our different foreign missionary boards and societies, the 
more do we become impressed with the serious difficulties involved. 
No two organizations adopt just the same classification. Some give 
quite full details ; other very few. 

We desire to note the progress of each branch of the church from 
year to year, both in the growth of its home forces and benevolence, 
and in the growth and results of its foreign work. But as yet we find 
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this practicable in case of only a very few branches of the church. 
We give, in each case, such facts and figures as we can obtain, thank- 
ful for all information, and hoping to attain to a greater degree of 
accuracy in these figures as the years come and go. 


ForEIGN Missions OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, SOUTH.— 
The home force of this church is reported to be— 


In 1878. Gain, 


Churches, (793 siving nothing to foreign missions, ) . 1,873 43 
Communicants, . . 114,578 2,028 
In 1879. 

The income of the foreign board is, $46,234 74 

Debt at close of year ending April Ist, 1879, ; 9,524 96 

The number of ordained missionaries 15 
Women missionaries, 18 


A comparison of two successive years on some points shows— 
In 1877. 1878. Gain. 


Ordained missionaries, . ; 18 17 
Assistant male missionaries, 2 3 1 
Assistant female missionaries, . 16 15 
Ordained native preachers, 5 (data wanting.) 
Other native helpers, 35 
Communicants, about 1,260 
Scholars, about 550 

To April Ist, 1879. 
Income, $56,000 $46,234 74 
Debt at close of fiscal year, ‘ . 5,000 9,524 96 


The corresponding and fuller statistics of the Presbyterian Church, 
North, are given in the last number of this REVIEW, page 188. A 
recent official utterance shows the retrograde movements in this 
branch of the church by the following comparison, viz. : 


“In 1875 our missions in India had 36 missionaries—to-day, 29; Brazil, 8—to. 
day, 6; China, 24—to-day, 21; Afriea, 10—to-day, 7,” &c. 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL FOREIGN MISSIONS FOR THE YEAR END- 
ING SEPTEMBER lst, 1878.—Of the home force of this church, the 
data last year were: Clergy, 3272; communicants, 302,000 ; though 
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the baptized members are 500,000, and 100,000 more are so identi- 
fied with them as to make the estimated contributors 600,000. 


In 1877. 1878. Gain. 
Missionary bishope and bishops elect, en, 5 1 
Ordained foreign missionaries, 22 5 
Native ministers (presbyters and 21 
Medical missionaries (Americans), y 2 | 
Missionary ladies (Americans), 18 2 
Native catechists and teachers (our figures last year 
Native communicants, 842 4,419 3,077 
Scholars in the various schools, : : 1,612 1,586 
Income of the board, , ; . $114,976 27 $139,971 57 $24,995 30 
_Cost of publications to the board, , 3,232 82 2,852 91 
Debt at close of fiscal year, , 18,484 12 17,508 78 
Contributions of native churches (for all purposes), 3,359 00 


It should be noted that we alone (not the “Spirit of Missions”) are 


responsible for these figures in their present form. We have taken 
our data from the annual report of the board, but we have learned 
that mistakes sometimes occur in compiling such general results, even 
when one is trying to use the utmost possible care. 

Of native catechists and teachers, the 62 of 1877 was doubtless a 
deficient statement. ‘The report for 1878 furnishes data for 200, and 
the apparent increase for the year is 138, but probably 162 would 
have been nearer the number in 1877, leaving the increase in 1878 
some 38. 

Of native communicants, none in Mexico were reckoned in 1877. 
Bishop Riley reports 3500 now in Mexico, which accounts for the 
large gain of communicants in 1878—this gain, without Mexico, being 
only 77. In scholars there has been a falling off of 26. 

The point of special interest in these figures is the very decided gain 


in the increase of contributions—almost $25,000 more than in any | 


previous year of this board’s history. We congratulate the Protestant 
Episcopal Church on this result, at this time of special financial 
depression. ‘The officers of the board, the missionaries, and the whole 
church, have much reason to thank God and take courage. 
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AMERICAN METHODIST EPIscOPAL FoREIGN 1878. 

4 | & a | 

| 

Missionaries........... 14 25 3 99 5 30) 3 1 6; 8 194 

issionaries of the 

W.F. M.S. 6 1 1 cee} 6 3 19 
Native Preachers... 67 15 28; 13 248 
Local Preachers....!......... 47 3 152°. 6 45, 1, 64 320 
Church Members...| 1,480) 2,200' 171; 13,656 1,468 1,439. 38, 430, 250; 21,446 
Miss’y Collections. | $61.58) $29.75 $37.96) $515.58.‘ $112.55! $363.66 $10.34 ......... $96 76)...... $1283.18 
Pupils in Schools...) 793} 1,831! 240, 6,233 6,907 2,066 27 122 304| 535| 19,058 


Of these statistics, taken from the official report (1878), we remark : 
1. The missionary directory, in the same report, gives the names 
and addresses of only 87 missionaries, if we count correctly. Are 
there only 87 ordained missionaries, the rest of the 194 of this table 


being women or laymen ? 


2. The directory of the missionaries of the W. F. M. 8. gives the 
names and addresses of 30 women instead of 19 only as in the table. 

3. The missionaries, as given in the previous year’s report, were 278 ; 
assistant missionaries 173. How is this falling off of 84 missionaries | 
and 131 assistant missionaries in a single year to be accounted for ? 

4, The native seni too, have fallen from 290 to 248, a 
loss of 42. 

5. Local preachers and sii have risen from 284 to 320, an 
increase of 36. 

6. The church members have fallen from 23,318 to 21,446, a loss 
of 1872. 

This shows progress in the wrong direction. 

7. Missionary collections in the missions have fallen from $5655.45 
to $1283.18. 

This showing for the whole foreign work of the American M. E. 
Church is by no means so gratifying as is the report of its India mis- 
sion by itself. We are inclined to think some figures must have 
dropped out, or some oversight occurred on the part of those com- 
piling these statistics, either last year or the previous year. If the 
oversight is ours we shall welcome correction. 

Since writing thus far we notice a paragraph by Bro. Gracey in the 
Northern Christian Advocate, touching some of the errors in the M. E. 


Missionary Report, as follows, viz. : 
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“No: Rev. R. G. Wilder, editor of the MisstonARY REVIEW, is not napping now. 
He writes to us to say that the statistical table which we published from the late 


missionary report makes the full membership in our foreign mission churches less_ 


than the previous report by some 1872, and the number of missionaries and agsistant 
missionaries also less, and asks if the compiler was ‘napping.’ We have a pretty 
strong conviction that nobody read the proof of that and some other parts of the 
late missionary report. When the best is done, however, there is great eT: to 
error in issuing such a volume. 

“The table, as given in the report, p. 193, which we copied, is in error ina few 
minor matters, but grossly so in the case of Germany. On page 82, the total mem- 
bership of Germany is properly given at 9083, while the summary on p. 193 states. 
it at 7052, which would account for the deficiency alluded to by Mr. W.” 


Even with this correction the gain in membership for the whole 
year, and for all the foreign M. E. missions is only 159. The other 
points we have mentioned above are not explained. Surely missionary 
reports must be prepared with more labor and care to make them 
properly useful; and when there are such serious discrepancies and 
great falling off i in the number of missionaries and assistant mission- 
aries, a word is needed by the compiler to show they are recognized, 
and to account for them, if possible. 


AMERICAN Baptist MissioNARY Union.—A revision of the work 
of this Union, based on its report, rendered at Providence, R. I., May 
1877, appears in our vol. I., p. 139. Its last annua: meeting was at 
Cleveland, Ohio, May 30th, 1878, and its statistics of the previous 
year, gathered from the reports then rendered, are as follows, viz. : 


Countries. Missiona- Native Baptisms Church Year’s 
Asia: ries. | Preachers. Churches. in 1877. members. Gain. 
Burmah, , , 76 430 438 933 20,723 358. 
Assam, , 17 41 13 250 1,058 216 
Telugu province, . 17 41 8 298 4.517 loss 650 
China, 43 16 1,237 gain 216 
Japan, . : 4 3 2 9 45 3. 
Total in Asia, 133 558 477 1,732 27,580 143 
Europe, ' 5 282 377 4,252 39,369 3,301 
Grand totals, 138 840 854 5,984 66,889 3,444 


The percentage of gain in all the missions of this society in Asia 
taken together, is only about one-half of one per cent. ‘he percent- 
age of gain in its missions in Europe is 91/g. The total increase in all 
its missions is 3444, or 54 per cent. It must be remembered that the 
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year included in this report ended before the great ingathering among 
the Telugus began. For some reason, in the year here reported, 


there was a loss among the Telugus of 650 members—owing, possibly, 


to the severity of the famine, and the engrossure of the missionaries in 
relief work. 

A careful examination of the details in the body of this report 
reveals the fact that of the 133 missionaries in Asia, as per above 
table, 53 are men and 80 are wives and single lady workers. With 
the fullest approval, and, in many cases, admiration of the zeal, 
energy and success of these lady workers, we would still recommend 
a larger proportion of male missionaries. 

We would like to find in the statistics of this society a classification 
of all native helpers into ordained and unordained preachers and 
other helpers, including teachers, colporteurs and Bible readers ; in- 
dicating, also, how many are supported on mission funds, how many 
by the churches, and how many serve gratuitously. These are im- 
portant items, which help much in ascertaining the healthy or defective 
working of any mission. 

Of the separate salaries and details furnished in the annual accounts 
of the treasurer of this society, we have before expressed our views. 
Whether originating in the voluntary action of the board and its 
officers, or in the demands of the constituency, this fullness of detail 
is worthy of much commendation ; but the detail is not one whit 
fuller than the officers of every foreign board should voluntarily 
render, or its constituency imperatively demand in case they do not. 
The lumping of expenses into large aggregates, as is done by the 
officers of most of our foreign boards, is creditable neither to the 
officers and boards on the one hand, nor to their constituents on the 
other. And worst of all, it deprives both parties and all concerned of 
the most proper and best possible means of imposing checks to unwise 
and extravagant expenditure of the gifts of the churches. 


In 1877. 1878. 
The debt of this society was, ; . $47,361 51 $26,489 53 


The home force of this union’s constituency is about 6700 churches, 
with 660,000 communicants. Its income for the year, $278,723.14. 
One deliverance proposed by one of its committees, and adopted by the 
union, is as follows, viz. : 
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“Such a work, with such aims and sanctions, must not be trusted, in any of its: 
departments or methods, to transient impulses, however fervid and generous. 
‘Sobriety, constancy, straightforwardness, should characterize every movement, and - 
a continued increase in keeping with the increase of every element of religious 
strength. A Christian people can furnish no clearer manifestation, no surer test, of 
their condition and power, than in the intelligence and effectiveness with which 
they obey the divine mandate to evangelize the world.” 


Let this solid, unchanging truth take full possession of the heart of 
every pastor, and we shall not need agents to plead for foreign mis- 
sions. .No part of a pastor’s duty will assume more importance, or 
be more faithfully performed, than that of bringing every member of 
his flock to feel and pray and give for the salvation of the heathen. 


ForEIGN MIssioNs OF THE UNITED BRETHREN (MORAVIANS).— 
(See vol. I. of this REvrEw, page 262.) Foremost of all branches. 
of the Protestant church in efforts for the heathen, these “ United 
Brethren” still prosecute the work with special self-denial and large 
success. They began to*print “ Periodical Accounts” of their work 
among the heathen in 1790; and these are now filling up their 31st. 
volume. From the origin of their foreign work (1457) to 1790, they 
circulated manuscript “reports of progress” to friends and supporters 
of the work, as far as possible; and when the change was made, it 
was done with careful forethought and an exercise of wisdom and 
care which has prevented the expense of printing their periodical from 
ever involving any charge to the mission funds. In the latest num- 
ber of this periodical which has reached us, the statistics of the work 
in the different missions are not so full as we desire. A few may be 
given, thus: | 


In 1877. 1878, Gain. 
Home members, about . 29,758 2,758 
Whole present number of baptized converts, 69,522 70,646 1,124 
Total income through the treasury, . . £21,854 
ss ‘from native churches and trade, 26,180 
£48,034 
“ from sustentation fund, 2,170 


£50,204 or $251,020 


This last report is from July 1st, 1877, to July 1st, 1878. The 
total income is reported to be £50,204, as above, and to this is added 
£2300 raised for education in the missions, which makes the whole 
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income, in round numbers, £52,500—$262,500. One recent enlarge- 


_. ment of the work of this society deserves mention as furnishing to _ 


wealthy Christian men an example worthy of imitation.. 


“ A Christian gentleman in England, who owns considerable estate property in 
Demarara, has applied to the mission for a missionary, an assistant and a school- 
master, chiefly for the benefit of the negroes who have emigrated thither from Bar- 
badoes, and he has promised to bear all the expenses of the work for five years.” 


The society promptly accepted this offer, and appointed an ordained 
native brother to go to Demarara and begin work. 


THE IrIsH PRESBYTERIAN MISSION IN GUZARATS, INDIA, at 
close of 1878, reported 7 European missionaries and 3 lady workers, 
11 native evangeliets, 2 colporteurs, and 59 native teachers, 25 of them 
Christians. Thirty adults were baptized last year. The whole num- 
ber of communicants, 223.. Unbaptized adherents, 859. “This church 
has a mission in North China also, begun within a few years, The 


annual income of its foreign board we have not yet been able to 
ascertain. 


THE Baste Missionary Socrety.—This society originated in 
1813, and in 1877 reported : 


In India. Africa. China. Total. 


Stations, . 20 9 4 33 
Out Stations, . 76 31 16 123 
Missionaries and their wives, . yi 114 52 20 186 
Native preachers and helpers, : ' 150 89 36 275 
Communicants, 3,078 1,732 1,008 5,850 
Added in 1877, . ‘ 348 457 206 1011 


‘This society has a seminary at Basle for the education of those who 
are to be missionaries, giving them a six years’ course of study. The 
school reports 84 scholars. 

The income of the society in 1877 was $175,290, besides which it 
remitted some $29,000 in special gifts to relieve sufferers from the 
famine in India. 

The stations of this society in India extend from Dharwar, in the 
Southern Mahratta country, south along the Malabar coast. It has a 
band of earnest and faithful workers, and God is blessing their labors. 
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THE Lonpon Misstonary Socrety.—This society originated in 


1795. It aimed to be a general agency of all branches of the church 


for conducting foreign missions, but the different branches of the — 
church soon organizing their own foreign boards and societies, this 
became the agency of the English Congregationalists, much as the 
. American Board has become the agency of the Congregationalists of 
this country. Its missions have been widely extended and largely 


successful, as is evident from the following figures, reported in 
1878, viz.: 


Madagas- West South Sea 
China. India. car. Africa. Indies. Islands. Total. 
European missionaries,’ 23 46 28. 25 3 17 142 
Ordained natives, . 9 27 62 cc 225 323 
Native preachers, . 64 284 3,169 113 10 347 3,977 
Adherents, . , 3,980 47,608 233,188 24022 4,720 75,058 388,576 


Church members, . 2611 4,466 68 _ 4,615 1,907 20,130 101,928 


The schools reported by this society : are 17 07, with 7 9 1929 scholars. 
If these figures represented the total results of all that has been 
accomplished for the heathen the past eighty years, by the whole of 
Christendom, who would not say the results were large, precious, and 
an ample compensation for all the money, toil and _ self-sacrifice 
involved in the work? And yet this one society shows but a moiety 
of the blessed results achieved. 

The income reported for 1878 is $546,740; besides which it 
received and remitted $53,325 as famine relief in India. 

It is worth noting that the whole number of converts divided by 
the number of European missionaries employed shows 718 church 
members to each missionary; and the number of native workers, 
ordained and unordained, reported, are only about four per cent. of 
the membership, and probably only a part of these are supported by 
the society, a good proportion of them being supported by their own — 
people and churches. Of the 30 Protestant missionary societies work- 
ing in China, the London Missionary Society has 668 more commu- 


nicants than any other society. The English Presbyterians are next 
in order in this respect. 


THe CuurcH Missionary Socrery.—We know little of the 


home force of this society’s constituency, but have seen an estimate 
of— 
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| The grand totals in its foreign work, as reported in May, 1878, are: 
| European lavmen—teachers, &c., ° 43 
East Indian women teachers, 13 
Native Christian helpers and teachers—male, . 2,183 
Ai Native Christians—baptized and candidates, . ; 123,724 
Baptisms during the last year, 6,973 


a We have not the figures of the previous year (May, 1877,) with 
Bie which to compare these, but learn that the year’s gain in communi- 
a cants was 1160, and in baptized Christians about 6000. 


ie A few details of work are as follows : 
an | Bombay— City and Presidency.—This society began work in Bom- 
mie bay, June 18th, 1820. Its first missionary in that field was Rev. 
igs Richard Kenney. Mrs. K. suffered from the climate, and returned 
Bik. to England in the same ship that brought them. Mr. K. labored on 
Tit alone six years, and then returned to England. Another missionary 
I. ih came, before Mr. K. left, to take his place, and three years later two 
it Hit | more came, and work was contiuued without intermission, but for 20. 
| i iM years not one was baptized. ‘Then the first convert was an ayah of 
aii. one of the missionary ladies, and the second was a Sepoy. 
hi / In 1832 this society began work in Nassick, at which station there 
Ae are now 450 baptized persons, of whom 150 are communicants. 
| ie In Bombay, after almost sixty years of labor, the C. M. S. reports 

te only 65 communicants, 
hit In 1846 a station was begun at Junir, where thirty years’ labor has 
| (Hh developed no permanent result in converts. 
| ia At Malligaum, also, work was begun in 1846, and here are reported 
| Li 50 baptized, of whom 40 are communicants. 
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Aurungabad, the capital of old Aurungzebe, was made a station in 
1860, and here are now reported 300 baptized, of whom 150 are.com- 
municants. ‘The most stable and influential converts have been won 
in connection with the schools, and some of these are now efficient 
pastors and preachers. The “labor of love and patience of hope” 
have been well demonstrated in the work of this society and its mis- 
sionaries at these five stations. The aggregate of communicants 
reported now at all the five stations, is 405. 


Southern India.—The statistics of this society, at the close of 1878, 
for South India, are— 


Native clergymen, 74 
Candidates for baptism, . 19,993 
Adults baptized last year, 1,328 
Amount contributed to native shark fund, , Rs. 13,307 


Thirteen of the missionaries are devoted to educational work. 
One-fourth of the whole number baptized are able to read. 


In Ceylon it reports 6370, of whom 1512 are communicants. The 
baptisms for the year are 194 adults and 217 children. The native 
Christians’ contributed Rs. 13,321, nearly $7000, and European 
friends contributed Rs. 45,081, about $23,000. 


In Persia—Julfa, near Teheran—Rey. R. Bruce reports 170 native 
Christians, of whom 54 are communicants. The C. M.S. have ap- 
pointed Mr. E. Hoernle a medical missionary to this mission. 


The North Pacific Mission of the C. M.S. has been made a new 
bishopric, we notice, to be called Caledonia, and the Rev. William 
Ridley, formerly C. M.S. missionary at Peshawur, has been nomina- 


ted for its first bishop. 


The Nile party sent to reinforce Rev. C. T. Wilson in Uganda, 
reached Lado, near Gondokoro, October 10th, delayed by high water 
in the Nile between Khartoum and Lado, and the failure of fuel for 
the steamer, which kept it still the whole month of September. The 
- party left Lado, all in good health, wrote again from Regiaf, Novem- 
ber 7th, and hoped to reach Mtesa’s capital about the end of the year. 
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From the Afghan frontier comes a remarkable case of respect for 


Christian missions and their work, by rude and fierce tribes. The 


C. M. 8. missionaries | had tationed a native minister, who is also a 
doctor, in the town of Tank, on the extreme border of British terri- 
tory northwest of Dera Ismail Khan. The name of this native doctor 
is Rev. John Williams. The fierce Wuziri mountaineers recently 
came down in force and sacked this town of Tank, not even sparing 
the government dispensary. And yet the report comes: 


“The Wuziris, when they destroyed Tank the other day, spared the C. M.S. 
missionary hospital, avowedly out of respect for our native brother.” 


And the missionary, Rev. R. Clark, adds: 


“Tt is one of the most striking facts connected with mission work that I ever 
heard.” 

A few items from the history and work of this society will indicate 
the general progress being made in foreign missions. The society 
originated in April (12th), 1799—now 80 years old. 


Ordained | Native | Communi- | Annual in- 

Europeans.| clergy. cants. come. 
At the end of 20 years it had, .... 26 seukes 120 $138,520 
86 2 2,721 338,855 
177 45 18,613 610,445 
203 185 27,080 1,115,000 


The communicants and income in the last line of figures are for 
last year, this year’s (1878-9) not yet being known. We may hope 
they will be still larger, at least the number of communicants. 


Classifying in tabular form a very few items of these foreign mis- 
sionary organizations, and a few others of whose work we have no 
space for details now, we have the following, viz. : 
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| MAXIMUM 
HOME FOROE. FOREIGN WORK. | SALARIES | 
AUTHORIZED TO 
Presbyterian Foreign Board, 4901) 567,855 $463,8561/1837| 10,391; 759) @5,000| $1,080 
‘ ‘ 1117| 114,578, 56,000/ 1862 f 1,088 
United Presbyterian Foreign Board......... 657| 78,748  47,551/1858 1,000 
Cumberland “ “ TITITITILIT 1315} 106,253\ 1,000 
Reformed (Dutch) 550) 78,666 69,504) 1,000 
American Board (A. B.C. F. 3496 875,654, 482,204'1810| 13,737| 302) 3,500 1,050 
American Missionary 3496| 875,654' 195,601/1845 44 
Baptist Missionary Union....... 660,000; 278,723/1814| 64,889|:3,444| 3,000 1,750 
Baptist Foreign Board, 1845|1,442.034, 32,000/ 1845 2,500 
Protestant Episcopal Foreign $272| 302,000) 139,971/1885| 4,419) 
Methodist pe North.....++++| 2383911 478,006! 268,077|1818| 23,477| 159) 5,000 1,780 
Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Foreign Missions.....| 1,000 
United Brethren (Moravian) Foreign Board...... 29,758; 70,646) 1,124 G00) 
London ‘Missionary Society...... 9500]. ... 546,740|1795| 101,928)...... 1,270 
Church Missionary 1,115,000' 1800! 27,080)......|........ 1,500 
English Baptist Foreign Missionary Society.......-| 9000|........ 944/1792| 1,250 
es eyan 10 085 ] l 147 108 9 ll 2,500 
‘ nited Presbyterian 12,030) 1847 8,427 350 

Berlin Evan elical issionar Society 700006099 eel 1833 eee eee 

Finland Missionary Society (for South sees | 
Grand Soc’y of Miss. (by Greek Church in 


In this table we have given the names of 50 foreign organizations 
in America and Europe, aiming to evangelize the heathen. As to 


revealing the year’s progress, it seems rather to show how very little 


is being done, and suggests the inquiry, do not some branches of the 
church indulge in too much self-gratulation on what they are doing 
in this work of foreign missions ? We thought to foot up, at least, the 
total communicants, and the column showing the year’s gain, but the 
returns of so many societies are wanting that the total footed up would 
convey only a wrong impression. 

A word‘of explanation is well in cases of two or three boards: 

In case of the Presbyterian Foreign Board, South, the communi- 
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cants given are only an estimate by its Secretary. We find no sta- 
tistics on this point in the organs of the board. “ 

In case of the United Presbyterian Foreign Board, a cipher appears 
in the column, showing the year’s gain, because their missions in China 
and Syria had been made over to others, and the year’s gain in Egypt 
and India just balanced the loss thus entailed. 

In case of the American Missionary Association it should be known 
that in their work among the freedmen in the Southern States, they 
report 4189 communicants. 

Of the figures representing the native communicants of the Mora- 
vians and Wesleyan Methodists, and London Missionary Society, we 
understand them to represent all baptized Christians as well as com- 
municants. Another column is much needed to show the actual num- 
ber’ of ordained missionaries. We have made some progress in 
ascertaining this, and we hope, in some six months, to revise this 
table so as to fill some of its present blanks, and make it show the 
progress of missions in 1878-79. 

We hope the officers of our various foreign boards, and any friends 
of missions, will point out possible errors in these figures, and help us 
fill the many blanks now existing. 

Imperfect as this table is, it cannot fail to give a pretty accurate 
idea as to which are the most efficient foreign missionary organiza- 
tions, and which branches of the church are best meeting their respon- © 
sibility in this great work of evangelizing the world. The Baptist 
Missionary Union has more communicants in its foreign missions 
than any other board. But to us the overwhelming thought created 
by it is, how very little all Christendom is doing to accomplish this 
work. What possible hope of the world’s ever being evangelized, 
with the present machinery and scale of operations? Must not the 
church develop vastly more self-denial, and more resolute purpose 
and energy, if this work is ever to be accomplished ? 


III.--WOMAN’S FOREIGN MISSIONARY BOARDS. 


Presbyterian Board for the Southwest.—This board held its second 
anniversary 24th March, 1879, reporting 35 auxiliaries. One of the 
Secretaries made the interesting statement that, “ Whatever is collected 
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at all goes directly into the general treasury, at New York. There is 
no reserve for salaries, office, publication or contingent expenses of_ 
any kind.” 

We felt like congratulating this board very warmly, till, farther 
along in its report, we noticed the Treasurer’s report as follows, viz. : 


Total receipts, «$589 42 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
2. Foreign missions, 248 58 
3. Expenses of Dr. Coan at last annual meeting, , 21 70 
5. Expenses of Dr. Jackson, 6 50 
6. Balance on hand, . 41 00 $589 42 


Are not the 3d, 4th and 5th items above, “contingent expenses of 
kind ?” 
“The various Woman’s Foreign Missionary Societies of America collected during 


the year 1878 nearly a half million of dollars, or, more exactly, $438,403.83. Thanks 
to a lady correspondent for the ciphering.’”—Northern Christian Advocate. 


This “ ciphering” would have been more satisfactory if it had given 
us the item (income) of each woman’s society. 


Woman’s Union Missionary Society—(41 Bible House, New 
York).—The 18th annual report of this society has just reached us. 
As the leading organization of Christian women in America, on a 
large scale, for evangelizing their heathen sisters, this society deserves 
special prominence, and we are glad to see its report shows no falling 
off of interest or zeal on the part of the devoted women who so unsel- 
fishly give time and thought, work and money to the conduct of its 
affairs. In its felicitous choice and adjustments of facts and incidents 
of the work as prosecuted in the various mission fields, as also in the 
high tone of Christian consecration everywhere evinced, with eye and 
heart ever intent on the spiritual aims and elements of the work, this 
report is one of marked ability, and should accomplish good service 
for the society. 

The income of this society the past year was $28,213.27. 

It has, in India, China, Japan and Cyprus, eight stations, and 
employs 33 missionaries and 88 Bible readers. Its home adminis- 
tration, if we are rightly informed, is conducted by voluntary service, 
with no charge to its funds. 
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The Woman’s Board of Missions of the Interior, auxiliary to the A. 
B.C. F. M., undertook~to support: its first-missionary,-Miss. Porter, — 


In China, in 1869. It has so grown in ten years that it now has 669 


auxiliary societies in thirteen Western States, and maintains 22 mis- 
sionaries in thirteen foreign mission fields. Its aggregate receipts for 
the ten years amount to $148,178.41. 

The various zenana missions in Calcutta and vicinity maintain 83 
schools, with 3206 pupils, besides 1042 learners in 500 zenanas. 
Engaged in this work are 11 ladies from Europe and America, 36 
employed in India, 128 native female teachers, and 34 native male 
teachers. 2623 of the pupils are under 13 years of age; 3000 pay no 
fees, but the rest paid Rs. 9714 ($4857). The total expenditure for 
the year was Rs. 93,339, of which Rs. 18,862 were grants in aid 
from government. 

The Ladies’ Board of Missions of New York, auxiliary to the Pres- 
byterian Home and Foreign Boards, publishes its annual report in 
Our Mission Field for May. 

Of its total income, $28,305.71, ($1896 of it a balance in hand at 
the beginning of the year,) we notice the amount in— 


Disbursements to home missions,  § 8,548 71 
Disbursements to foreign missions, 16,572 74 
Society and magazine expenses, 969 56 
Balance to new year, 2,214 20 


$28,305 71 

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Synod of Albany, 
reports 68 auxiliaries, 32 mission bands, and the collection of 
$6041.01, of which $3731.95 seem to have been for foreign missions. 


The Woman's Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church, 
headquarters Philadelphia, Pa., reports 40 presbyterial societies, 923 
auxiliaries, 369 mission bands, and receipts the past year, $84,328.17. 

We see it stated that the Oxford Female Seminary has sent out 27 
young ladies to foreign missionary work. 

A look at the annual report of the Woman’s Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbytery of Newark, N. J., shows it to be one of 
the most efficient organizations of this kind. In brevity, point and 


inspiring effect on the mind and heart of the reader, we know not 


where to look for a better report. The income of this board for the 
past year is reported to be $3432.14. 


| 
| 
Wu 
i 
Hi 
| 
| 
||| 
| iby 
| 
‘i 
1) 
4 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| i] } 
| 
| | | 
| 
a | 


1879. | Woman’s Foreign Missionary Boards. 231 


Woman’s Board of the Reformed (Dutch) Presbyterians.—The fifth 
_ anniversary of this board was held in New York, May 13th, and 
seems to have been an occasion of right thoughts and inspirations. 


The Treasurer reported balance in hand a yearago, . $5,695 62 
Total receipts during the year, . 8,454 55 
$14,150 17 


We see statements that some other woman’s boards reported incomes 
in 1878, as follows, viz. : 


Those auxiliary to the American Baptist Missionary Union cea $46,448 75 


The Woman’s Board of the Northwest, Presbyterian, 1879,) : 29,128 18 
The M. E. Woman’s Board, 68,000 00 
The Protestant Episcopal Board, 12,843 00 


If any fancy that adding the various items given in these pages will 
show the aggregate gifts of our various woman’s foreign boards the 
past year, they should bear in mind two points. 

1. The returns are not perfect. Some woman’s boards—Southern 
Baptists, Presbyterians, M. E., &c.,—are not at hand. ° 

2. Some of those here given are auxiliary to the other larger 
woman’s boards, and the incomes of these smaller ones are included in 
the incomes of the larger ones, in their returns to the still larger or- 
ganizations ; so that great care is necessary in making up aggregates, 
or the incomes of some boards will be counted more than once. . We 
have known statements of scripture and tract distribution in some 
mission fields rendered quite unreliable from similar mistakes. 

Of the woman’s boards auxiliary to the Presbyterian Foreign 
Board, we see it stated that the total amount paid to that board in 


1878 was $124,047.08 ; and in 1879, $136,309.69 ; showing an in- _ 


crease the past year of $12,262.61. 

The woman’s boards of the Presbyterian Church, South, have paid 
into its treasury the past year $8815.51—more than $1290 less than 
the previous year. 


Woman’s Work for the Heathen.—We have shown our abiding 
interest in woman’s foreign boards, and all proper measures for enlist- 
ing more effectually the active energies and sympathies of Christian 
women in behalf of their heathen sisters. We confess a special inter- 
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est in the spirit of self-sacrifice exercised by some of these women, in 


-voluntarily performing the onerous duties of official positions in these 


boards, without’any compensation for their time and labor. And still 
more do we honor those women, who, like Miss Tucker, of India, 
Mrs. Parry, of Hauran, Miss Whately, of Cairo, Egypt, Miss 
Thomas, of Sao Paulo, Brazil, and many others, not only go them- 
selves, seeking, by their personal presence and efforts, to enlighten 
and bless the heathen, but do all this at their own charges, counting 
it a sweet privilege to bear the expense as well as the toil. Such 
cases have about them something of the special fragrance of Geth- 
semane and Calvary, and do much to redeem this blessed cause, this, 
holiest work of the church, from the chilling, killing influence of the 
scores of home officials, who, as managers of these foreign boards, 
make it their first care to secure their own salaries—and some of them 
at their highest market value. We welcome, with special thankful- 
ness to God, every accession of these voluntary and self-supporting 
workers, and rejoice to know we are not alone in the views we cherish 
on this subject. Mrs. Weitbrecht, the widow of a faithful and devo- 
ted missionary in India, who has done much herself for the women 
and children of her own mission field, and has furnished valuable 
contributions to missionary literature, in a recent paper on the women 
of India, and zenana and educational work among them, speaking of 
some of these women-workers in that land, writes as follows, viz. : 


“Some of them are closely connected with that honorable body of men who have 
served in high offices under the Indian government, and they set a glorious example 
to the sisters and daughters of others. India’s women have a special claim on those 
who gained their incomes in service among them, and the wondrous blessing that 
has been given to Miss Tucker, Miss Anstey, Miss Reade, Miss Lowe, and others— 
among them several Americans—may well encourage ladies of like. precious faith 
to tread in their steps. Some may prefer to work under the direction of organized 
societies, others independently: there is space and abundant opportunity for both. 
Oh, may the Lord so pour out His Spirit in these last days, that maidens, daughters, 
widows, may rise up in adequate numbers and say, ‘I can be spared here, I am 
wanted there; and though the sun shine hot, and I may suffer, I will go. People 
may wonder at my course, but one hundred millions of my sisters must not be left 
to suffer, and sin, and perish forever, while [am enjoying my cherished comforts 
during the one life God has given me for service. No, I will go at once, for the 
time is short, and the Lord is at hand.’ -Thus may this year see a great increase in 
the ‘company’ of women that publish the glad tidings to their weary and way-worn 
sisters in India.” 

How can Christian women or men, of sanctified hearts, repress such 


feelings and stay at home? 
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IV.“PERSECUTION IN MISSION FIELDS. —— 


** He shall receive a hundred fold now . . . with persecutions.””—Mark x., 30. 


WE have received letters asking if there is latterly any persecution in 
foreign mission fields. Our Saviour pledged to His disciples no immu- 
nity from persecution, but rather forewarned them to expect it. And 
special as is the duty of Christians to do nothing to provoke persecution, 
we cannot doubt there would be much more of it, even in Christendom, 
were there less sinful conformity to the wrong views, fashions and prac- 
tices of the world. 

The following recent cases of persecution in different mission fields 
deserve a permanent record. 

1. ‘* Something like the Inquisition in Spain.’’—The Mercantile 
Valenciano reports : 


‘Don Jorge Simeon Ben Oliel Tanti, Protestant pastor of Alcoy, in obedience to 
an order of the municipal judge of Alcoy, entered the common jail to suffer two 
months of imprisonment. Ben Oliel is treated in the prison as the worst of crimi- 
nals. His prison is very small, damp, hardly with any light or air in mid-day ; the 
walls bear traces of human blood; the roofs are eaten up by foul insects, of which 
numbers are visible on the wall ; at night these insects attack the wretched prisoner, 
causing sharp and unceasing pain from the stings. He has not been allowed, like 
other prisoners, to use one of his own beds, but has to sleep on a hard and filthy 
board. He begged that, for mercy sake, the door of his prison might be left open, 
to allow him to breath air freely during some hours at least, and this petition was 
denied. He eats on the floor, without knife or fork; they do not allow him any 
light, and he is obliged to drink water out of a foul jug, which would make any dog 
recoilin horror. All this, nevertheless, has not appeared sufficient to the director 
of the prison, and he has imagined another device to torture his prisoner. He 
obliges him to speak to his family only through the window of his cell, and for a 
few minutes. These details do not embrace all the acts which might prove the 
cruel, unjust, and shameful treatment inflicted on Ben Oliel Tanti.’ 

“ Both the Mercantile Valenciano and Jberia, in Madrid, adjure the authorities to 


interfere, and observe that the penal code forbids such scandalous ill-treatment of a 


prisoner. His offence was as follows: He interfered with the members of a Pro- 
testant family to prevent the parish priest of the Church of Rome from molesting a 
dying woman, who was and had been a Protestant during ber last years. The priest 
was twice admitted under protest, and when the dying woman was all but uncon- 
scious, pretended that he had reconciled her to Rome. Then, over the remains, 
alcalde and priest struggled against the will of the family, against the entreaties and 
protests of the pastor, to convey the coffin to a Roman Catholic cemetery. Ben 
Oliel was therefore accused of having been wanting in proper deference to the 
alcalde, and he was several times arrested, and released under heavy bail, until at 
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last he was finally condemned to two months’ imprisonment upon the testimony 
only of the parties—priest, alcalde and constable—who had themselves violated the 


_ privacy of a Protestant home, and marched off with the remains of a Protestant.” 


The vindictive Spanish authorities, in this case, condemned Mr. Ben 
Oliel to pay a fine of $300, as well as costs, and to three years and eight 
months’ imprisonment. The Evangelical Alliance took prompt and 
vigorous action, which has resulted in Mr. Ben Oliel’s release from prison, 
but no redress for the cruel treatment is likely to be obtained. 


2. Persecution in China.—The magistrate of Lo Nguong, China, re- 
cently flogged a native Christian in public for no other reason than that 
he refused to worship at the tombs of the ancestors; and in the open 
court he contemptuously denounced Christianity, thus inciting the peo- 
ple to acts of violence against the converts. This hostility from the 
fountain-head of power and authority had a very unfavorable, deterring 
influence on the missions in all that region. 

At Chong-Hu-Puong, the opposition of leading men has been most 
bitter. 


“No one now dares to come to our chapel,” writes the missionary, “and the 
catechist is much discouraged. The gentry have put out placards threatening death 
to any one who shall become a Christian.” 


Stao-Shan.—From this place a missionary of the ‘‘ Inland Mission”’ 
writes : 


“We have here about ten members and five candidates for baptism, one of 
whom, an aged man of nearly 70 years, was taken last week, an iron chain placed 
round his neck, and thus he was dragged round the city. Being frightened, he gave 
the men $16 to let him go. Then the men went to the other church members and 
got altogether $37 from them. Five months ago, this old man was taken to an idol 
temple and told to bow down to the gods and take an oath. This he refused to do, 
not believing in them, and not having worshiped idols for over five years. They 
had robbed him of $100, which they refused to return unless he worshiped the idol. 
Finding all this to fail, they reported that he and others, helped by a foreigner 
(myself), had killed a man—the man who had stolen the $100. He poisoned him- 
self with opium; and only to-day, nearly five months afterwards, is the reason 
coming to light. From present appearance we should suppose the man feared 
being found out, and hid the dollars, and when asked for them was frightened, for, 
having hid them at night, he could not find them; and hence took opium. This is 
what we now suppose, because yesterday, while some men were at work among some 
stones, they found the said $100. They are unwilling to give the money up, but we 
trust we shall yet obtain it. We went to the mandarin about the other case. He 
was angry, and had the offender beaten and the $37 returned.” 


“A savage assault upon Chinese Christians has taken place in the Hwei-chow pre- 
fecture in the northeast of the Canton province. In a small village near the market- 


‘town of Pah-wan a few people have for over a year been worshiping in connection 
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with the Swatow branch of the English Presbyterian Mission. There has been a 
good deal of ill-feeling, and threatening language has been used to deter them from 


meeting. It is said that ‘the idols had demanded they should be put to death, ~~ 


still the Christians met without actual molestation until a short time ago. But on 
Sunday, 19th May, after morning worship, a crowd of men and women, armed with 
knives, hoes, and carrying poles, &., gathered about the chapel and assailed the 
worshipers. Seven of them were seized and wounded more or less severely, while 
another was dragged to the river, and after being savagely beaten was killed, his 
throat being cut. This was done in spite of the entreaties of his brothers, who, 
though not themselves Christians, yet interposed to save his life. But the murder 
had been previously resolved upon, and entreaties were of no avail. Another of 
those who were beaten died a few days after, from the effect of his wounds. We un- 
derstand the matter is now in the hands of Mr. Gregory, H. B. M. Consul at Swatow.” 


Miss Fielde, giving an account of this event, informs us that the pray- 
ing party consisted of thirteen persons; that after morning service five 
left for their homes. When the sudden attack was made on the remain- 
ing eight, six were made prisoners and two escaped and were pursued. 
One of them reached the nearest out station, where he found fellow 
Christians, and awaited the coming of the missionary, Mr. Gibson, who 
was expected the next day. The other one of the two who escaped, the 
leader and preacher of the little band, fled to his brother’s house. When 
the pursuing mob assailed the door, the brother locked him up in a cup- 
board, which they both thought would escape search. But the mob ran- 
sacked the house, broke open the cupboard, pulled the poor man out, 
beat him terribly, and then dragging him to the bank of the river, sev- 
ered his head from the body. They then compelled the brother to bury 
the body at once, and set men to guard all the roads, an revent any 
one carrying any news of the murder to the magistrat ofthe district. 
The next morning their excitement had so far subsided that they began 
to fear the consequences of their cruel act, and set free the six prisoners 
first secured. Mr. Gibson, on arriving, went at once to the magistrate 
of the district, who promised to investigate the case and punish the mur- 
derers. The issue is still pending. 


Great Valley Stream.—The Rev. A. E. Moule, of the C. M. S., gives 
particulars of a severe persecution in this region. After giving some 
details of petty annoyances, he writes: ‘‘On Sunday, February 3d, the 
second day of the Chinese New Year, just as we were collecting money 
in our Hongchow church, for the relief of the famine in the North, a 
sudden and violent attack was made on the Christians at ‘Great Valley.’ 
Hounded on by the gentry, some of whom are said to have had previous 
interviews with the district magistrate on the subject of the suppression 
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of this new religion, the mob of the village, just then collected to cele- 


__.brate .an_idolatrous_ festival with a procession, demanded subscriptions 


from the Christians towards this procession. ‘This being declined, they 
seized one of the Christians, beat him severely on the face, stole some of 
his clothing and dragged him to the temple.’’ 

They then vented their special hatred against the Christian evangelist, 
Luke, threatening to break his legs and those of his brother Silas, another 
evangelist, and to cut down all their mulberry trees. Foreseeing their 
danger these evangelists fled by night to Hangchow. Mr. M. writes: 
‘‘ At first I felt disposed to blame Luke for acting as an hireling who 
careth not for the sheep;’’ but he soon became convinced that their 
flight was none too soon. Then Mr. M. appealed to the magistrate, and 
the latter showed a readiness to investigate and punish the assailants, 
but before he could do so the mob renewed its violence—emptied Luke’s 
house of all its furniture, piled everything, books, bedding, &c., in a 
heap, and burned them. One inquirer, anticipating an attack, placed 
his valuables out of reach, put on his worst shoes and clothing, and when 
the ruffans came to demand money, refused it, and told them he was in 
their hands, to do their worst, but that they could get no plunder, as 
they had done from the other Christians. Surprised at his calm bearing 
they only reviled and threatened. When the magistrate finally went to 
investigate the outrage, Luke’s eldest brother, an old man of seventy, 
appeared to give testimony, but the mob, instigated by the gentry, had 
come to control the investigation, beat the old man on the face, and 
would not let him speak a word. ‘Then one of the younger men came 


forward and boldly avowed himself to be a Christian. 


‘‘ At the magistrate’s order he knelt and repeated the Ten Commandments and 
Articles of Faith; whereupon the magistrate asked, ‘Why did you invite the for- 
eigners to come down here?’ The young man replied, ‘Mr. Moule came to admin- 
ister the sacred rite of baptism.’ Mag. ‘What is baptism?’ Young man. ‘ Baptism 
‘was instituted by Jesus as the initiatory rite for those who believe in Him; He died 
for us on the cross to save us from our sins.’ Mag. ‘ Oh, he was crucified, was he? 
Well, if so, no wonder that your houses are pulled down.’ Then turning tv the 
crowd, he said, ‘This is a foreign religion, but foreigners are troublesome people; 
you may as well let them alone.’ Seeing the spirit of the magistrate the mob cried 
out, ‘We are not afraid ; we will manage the foreigners.’ With approving look 
the magistrate exclaimed, ‘Good; I was formerly magistrate at Tien-tai, and a sim- 
ilar attack was made on the few Christians there, and that was the end of them.’ 
Then turning to the Christians, he said, ‘If you want to worship Jesus, go to the 
top of the highest hill and worship there, but don’t come here.” Young man. 
‘Well, won’t you come and see the houses which have been destroyed? The mag- 
istrate made a movement as if to go, but the gentry surrounded him and forbade it. 
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He then said to the Christians, ‘ You have joined the foreigners; they will make 


good your losses.’” 


After showing such sympathy with the mob and hatred of the Chris- 
tians, as the magistrate turned homeward, what wonder the excited and 


jubilant mob rushed at once to Luke’s house and completed its destruc- 
tion. ‘They tore down the proclamation requiring good order, and in 
its place put up a notice, offering twenty dollars for Luke, alive or dead. 
They hunted the Christians from their homes, compelling women and 
children to fly through snow and rain; and so great was the terror 
inspired that their relatives in distant villages, with whom they at first 


sought refuge, feared to receive them. At last they found their way to. 


Hangchow, and Mr. Moule received and protected them for some eight 
weeks. One old woman, being unable to flee, was seized and compelled 
to kneel before the idols, on pain of being cut up with knives. -A reign 
of terror prevailed in the district, and news could be conveyed only by 


those who knew the by-ways over the hills, traveling at night. The mob | 


even threatened to attack any foreigners who might come to help the 


Christians. 
At this stage of the persecution Mr. M. referred the case to the British 


Consul at Ningpo, and a special commissioner was sent to investigate and 


_ punish the ringleaders. Meanwhile the gentry hired men to watch every 


road leading into the district, to waylay and carry off Luke, should he 


come to give testimony, and also hired 200 men to rescue anyone of the 


mob who might be arrested. In one village eighteen of the Christians 
were shamefully beaten by the constable himself while on their knees, 
and in the climax of the persecution, one young Christian quailed and 


gave way, but the rest all remained firm, and when the commissioner 


arrived and the persecuting constable was arrested, and sentenced to 
receive 1000 blows, one of the Christians had grace and forbearance 
enough in exercise to go and intercede for the constable, and succeeded 


in getting his punishment remitted. But fines were imposed on the 


leaders in the persecution, the losses of the Christians were partially 
made up, and they were invited to return to their homes, with a promise 
by the magistrate that they should not again be molested. 

On a visit to the district soon after this outburst of persecution, Mr. 


M. baptized 16 adults and 10 children, showing that the incorruptible 


seed was taking root, even amidst the storms of persecution. 


3: teed Persecution in Mexico.—The Rev. Dr. J. M. Reid writes to. 


the Vorthern Christian Advocate : 
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“ Atzala, a few miles from Puebla, where Brother Drees lately opened a mission, 
has been the scene of the bloodiest onset yet made upon Protestant missions in 
Mexico. ‘The fanatical and ignorant Papists rose against our people and twenty-six 
of them were slaughtered. The rage of this people seems to have been excited by 
the rapid growth of Protestantism and the mission-house at Puebla, where Brother 
Drees resides, was attacked by a mob of fifty men, but they were soon dispersed by 
the troops. The priests had been declaiming against the Protestants, saying from 
the pulpit in substance: ‘When will you arise and exterminate these Protestants ?’ 
Placards were placed at the street corners of the same incendiary character. 

“The whole city was much excited, and our people suffered severe persecution in 
various forms, standing firm in their faith and profession. A bigoted sheet, El Amigo 
dela Verdad, devoted its columns to the grossest calumnies of our church, publish- 
ing the names and residences of some of our people and cautioning all true ‘Catho- 
lics’ against either social or commercial relations with them. 

“ Mr. Drees more carefully fortified the mission-house, and warned the authorities, 
and Dr. Butler being apprised of the danger, notified the American minister, and 
upon the occurrence of the massacre went himself to President Diaz. The Presi- 
dent assured Dr. Butler of his deep regret at the recent outrages. He said he would | 
direct special vigilance to be exercised in protecting the free exercise of religious 
privileges,.and would furnish troops to prevent any threatened disaster. He gave 
Dr. Butler a letter to Governor Boriella, of Puebla, and another to General Tertu- 
che, commanding the Federal forces in the region, remarking that there was more 
difficulty in maintaining religious freedom in Puebla than in any other State of the 
Union, because of the extreme superstition of the people. The President said that 
years ago he had witnessed a mob in Puebla, which two cavalry regiments tried in 
vain to disperse because the Bishop of Puebla, Labastida, the present Archbishop, 
was standing on his balcony urging them on. ‘The voice of that man,’ said he, 
‘was more powerful than our two regiments of cavalry, and we had to arrest him, 
take him to Vera Cruz, and put him on a ship that carried him into an exile of 
years.’ As he said this, he looked as if he were able to do it again if necesssry. He 
observed that the more enlightened classes were not involved; that the trouble arose 
from ignorance and its consequent fanaticism. 

“ On leaving the President, Dr. Butler was assured by him of his constant readi- 
ness to protect and aid us in all lawful ways, and that he desired Dr. Butler to com- 
municate with him at all times, day or night, without formal official permission. 
The letters received from the President were sent to Mr. Drees, and all has been 


quiet, except as our people suffer the usual annoyance and the Amigo continues its 


calumniation. But for special orders of General Diaz, our mission in Puebla would 
probably have been exterminated. The President is not a Christian, nor, as we 
understand, a believer in Christianity, but the people of the United States, and 
Methodists especially, must honor him as the fearless friend of liberty of conscience 


and all liberty.” 
The above account from Dr. Reid seems to describe only a part of 


what proved to be a more general massacre. From Protestant Episcopal 
sources we have the following : ; 


“A short time since Trinidad. Cortez, one of the brethren, was re-elected Alcalde 
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of Atzala, a town of Puebla. When he entered upon his office some armed fanatics 
assembled. They were disarmed by the patrol and taken to jail. Upon this about 


200 Romanists, armed with axes, daggers and guns, made their way to the court- — 


house, shouting ‘Long live Jesus Garcia! Long live religion! and death to the 
Protestants!’ The alcalde was the first to fall, pierced by their bullets, and was 
soon hewn to pieces. After murdering the rest of the council, the fanatics spread 
through the village, slaughtering the brethren and sacking their houses. After this 
they forced their way into the House of Prayer, and tore everything to pieces, be- 
ginning with the brother of the alcalde. Then, thinking to crown their fiendish 
work, they destroyed the Bible, spitting upon it and trampling it under foot. 

“ By this time twenty-five lifeless bodies lay around them—the surviving mem- 
bers of the households having fled in terror to the fields and mountains. 

“The murderers now withdrew to fill the vacant offices. In their fearful work 
they had been aided by some persons from a neighboring town. One of these 
exclaimed, ‘ We are done with the Protestants, and the pleasure to me is that I have 
killed four of them, and among them the brother of the alcalde, whom I made to 
hang out his tongue by means of my bullets!’ 

“On hearing of.this terrible massacre the Rev. Dr. Riley went to the President 
‘of the Mexican Republic, who at once telegraphed to the authorities at Puebla to 
meet the emergency. The young church in Mexico now numbers forty martyrs.” 


We grieve to say such cases of persecution are not restricted to heathen 
and Romish countries. A worthy young colored preacher, Rev. Wm. 
M. Todd, of the M. E. Church, was recently assaulted, shot and mal- 
treated to such an extent as to result in death, in one of our own States, 
Arkansas, at the town of Brinkly. A full account of this cruel outrage is 
given by his Presiding Elder, Rev. J. G. Pollard, which we would gladly 
place on record, but for lack of space. 


V.--FIELD NOTES. 


Ko.apoor—A recent letter from the Rev. G. W. Seiler, speaks of 
another prisoner in the jail, thoroughly convinced of the truth, 


“openly declaring his conversion.” Also of a Romish policeman and 


his son-in-law, both desiring to “join us.” “The native clerk of 
the court here is more of a Christian than a Hindu. The other 
evening he shed tears as he deplored certain domestic hindrances to 
his becoming a Christian.” Mr. Seiler mentions, also, the baptism, 
in another mission, of the chief of Jamkhandi, his wife, daughter and 
son-in-law. 


A case forcibly illustrating the silent working of Christian truth, in 
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a | minds which seem resolutely to resist it, is mentioned in this letter. 

It_is that_ofan_ intelligent Hindu, twenty-three years in our 
pit family, reading the Bible, listening to preaching, and evidently con- 
Pei vinced, but resisting, under stress of the terrible trial involved in 
Ah breaking caste and all family ties. This man, having been prostrated 
meee by a paralytic stroke, on recovery frankly confessed his one great 
y i mistake in not having been’ baptized, and openly confessed his faith 


in Christ. His family and friends interfered and prevented his bap- 
tism at the time, but his open and earnest confession was most 
impressive, and shows that— 


= 
— 


Oe “Though seed lie buried long in dust, 

It shan’t deceive our hope.” 

it an It seems that this man, Sukharam, had quitted his troubled con- 
science, as far as he could, for many years, by a mental pledge to him- 
ihe ‘self, that when our son, to whom he was much attached, should come 
De we back to India, he would then be baptized by him. This man’s elder 
brother was in our service for some years, gained a knowledge of 
‘i Christian truth in the same way from our personal teaching, and when 
Bey prostrated with cholera, openly avowed his faith in Christ, refused all 
ae | entreaties of wife and friends to make a vow to his Hindu god, and 


} ' died declaring his faith and hope in Jesus alone. One of our old 
Wi Brahman school teachers has recently died in much the same way. 
f Years ago his convictions were such that he has many a time prayed 
bi with us in Christ’s name, but shrank from the terrible cross of break- 
i ing caste and all domestic ties. But when he found death near he 
Ai entreated his friends to carry him to the mission for baptism. How 


many such in all mission fields. 


GiFts AND H. Sanborn, of Newburyport, Mass., 
among other bequests, left $500 to the Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, and $500 each to its boards of Domestic Missions, Publica- 
tion, Education, $200 to Church Erection, $100 for its Disabled Min- 
isters’ Fund, and made the American and Foreign Christian Union her 
residuary legatee. 


| The British Wesleyan Thanksgiving Fund has already reached 
$470,000. 
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Wie The American Missionary Association has received $12,000 from 
Wid the estate of the late Charles Avery, of Pittsburgh, as an endowment, 
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the interest to be used in African evangelization, soon to be increased 
to $18,000. Also $20,000 from the Graves legacy for Fisk University. 


Mr. Daniel P. Stone, of Malden, Mass., has just authorized $100,- 
000 to be equally divided between Atlanta and Fisk Universities, and 
some $50,000 to two othér institutions, under direction of the Ameri- 
can Missionary Association. 


The Bishop of Newcastle, Australia, has given $1,250,000 to theo- 
logical and other schools and objects in his diocese. During his 30 
years of foreign service he is said to have lived a most self-denying 
life, never once visiting England, and now seeks to promote the per- 
manent good of his diocese by these generous endowments from the 
savings and accumulations of a lifetime. 


Deacon James Smith, of Philadelphia, has left $20,000 to the 
American Missionary Association, $20,000 to the American Home 
Missionary Society; $15,000 to the American Board, and $3000 each 
to the American Education Society and the Congregational Union. 


The Southern Missionary Herald, a live monthly, full of missionary 
interest and enthusiasm, says : 


“ A Georgia Methodist has given $2500 to build a good church for our mission in 
Shanghai, China. May God bless the liberal donor, and give us hundreds more.” 


Hugh Miller, M. D., a dear Scotch friend, 20 years in India, but 
latterly retired to Scotland, died suddenly February 11th, 1879, at his 
home, Broomfield, showing his abiding interest in foreign missions by 
leaving a legacy of $100,000 for the foreign work of the Free Church, 
to be carried on in Bombay and its vicinity. He also left $2000 to 
the American Board, $5000 to the Livingstone Nyassa Mission, and 27 
other legacies, mialis to schemes of the Free he whole 
amounting to $204,250. 


Messrs. L. & A. Stuart, of New York, have recently given $25,000 
each to the Home and Foreign and Church Erection Boards of the 
Presbyterian Church, and $5000 to its Board of Ministerial Relief. 


The late Gardner Colby, of Boston, besides large legacies to institu- 
tions and other benevolent objects, left $39,000 to the American Baptist 
Missionary Union, $1000 to the Women’s Baptist Missionary Society, 
and $150,000 to the American Baptist Home Missionary Society. 
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Weare glad to notice that Rev. George H. and Mrs. Gutterson, 


who sailed from New York Dec. 28th, reached Madras March 4th. 


Honor TO WHom Honor.—*“ Brother Wilder, of the Missionary REVIEW, is 
napping yet. Wedid not send him any tracts; are not the author of those he 
alludes to, &c.”—Rev. J. T. Gracey, in Northern Christian Advocate. 

Thank you, brother, for this correction; and though we might 
plead Scriptural authority for thinking you and your good wife are 
one, yet we hereby authorize you to transfer to her all the thanks and 
credit we accorded for the said tracts. 

And now, as we believe in the “ perseverance of the saints,” let us 
again reciprocate your kindness. In your missionary “ Notes and 
News,” in the Northern of May 1st, 1879, you say: 

“Only thirty-five years ago not a Protestant missionary was living within the 
bounds of the Chinese Empire. Now there are 40,000 Chinese Christians, 1300 of 
whom are communicants.” 

It is well to bear in mind that dear old Dr. Morrison was at Hong- 
kong, under British protection, so early as 1807. But waiving this, 
we beg a correction of this 1300 in the closing line. The statistics of 
the general conference in China, May, 1877, reported 13,035 commu- 
nicants, and later reports make them 13,624. 

Again, of quite a cluster of misapprehensions in your paragraphs 
about Robert Arthington, of Leeds, and Central Africa, let us remind 
you and your readers that (1) Mr. Arthington has made a second offer 
of £2000 to the American Board (£3000 in all); and that (2) the 
£3000 which you say he offered to the American Home Missionary 
Society, Mr. Arthington offered to the American Missionary Asso- 
ciation—quite a different society; and (3) though you say “he 
[Mr. A.] gave £5000 to the Church Missionary Seciety,” Mr. Arth- 
ington writes to us: 

“Tt was not I who gave the £5000 to the Church Missionary Society of England— 
that was a mistake which got into print in America.” 

Now, my good brother, it is your turn, and our readers will thank 
you, and we will thank you, too, for every correction of our mistakes ; 
and you’ll find a plenty, after all our vigilance, if you read carefully. 


REsuuts oF MIssIoNARY WoRK ON THE SANDWICH IsLANDS.— 
The Presbyterian Record, of Canada, (for May,) ably edited by Mr. 
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James Croil, gives a condensed and graphic account of the beginning, 


progress and results of mission work on the Sandwich Islands. It. 


‘says : 

The number of ordained missionaries sent from the first, is, 42 
female missionaries, chiefly married, 83 

Total, . . 146 


Of the ordained missionaries (to 1870) 10 had died in the field and 
14 returned to the United States. Their average length of service 
had been thirty-seven years. ‘The entire cost of the mission was 
$1,220,000. The whole number received to communion from the 
first up to 1870 was 53,300, or one to every twenty-two dollars 
expended on the mission. A whole people raised from the lowest 
degradation, idolatry and ignorance, without a written language even, 
to the full blessings of education, civilization and Christianity, in a 
short half century. | 


“ During the forty-five years’ ministry of Rev. Titus Coan over the native church 
at Hilo, in the Sandwich Islands, he has baptized over 12,000 persons, and the 
benevolent contributions of his church have amounted to $120,000.” 


And yet many still call missions a failure! 


GREGORY OF CH#SAREA.—An old writer of church history says of 
Gregory, that when he began labor in Cesarea, he found there only 
17 Christians, and when he died there were only 17 heathen. Dr. 
Robert Steel says it was this record of the ancient historian that sug- 
gested to him the words he inscribed on the monument to Rey. John 
Geddie, D. D., who died in 1872, after some twenty-six years’ labor, 
on the Island of Aneityum, viz.: “ When he came here there were no 
Christians ; when he went away there were no heathen.” 


Honesty 1n Tuines SacreED.—Anything like intrigue, craft, or 
deceit, is altogether out of place in prosecuting work for God. Priest- 
craft is a term never used but with feelings of condemnation. The 
pious frauds of some Romanists awaken more universal and intense 
scorn because practiced in the name of religion. In his Book on the 


Order of the Jesuits, Dr. Huber says : 
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“ Every historical work from the Jesuits’ pen is to be received with suspicion. 


truth, they have even fabricated false documents or repudiated those which were 


genuine. Leibnitz was therefore right when he declared that no library or archives 


should be entrusted to the.Jesuits, because they could easily falsify or destroy what 
did not suit them.” “ 


Among Protestants it is easy, and popular, and right, too, to con- 
demn such Romish practices. But it is not so easy to repress all 
tendencies in the same direction. We know of books written by 
Protestant authors, which by omitting some facts and giving undue 
prominence to others, as really misrepresent the truth as do any books. 
written by Jesuits. We trust the evil has not grown to such extent 
and magnitude among Protestants as among Romanists. But a note 
of earnest warning is not premature. There is need of caution on this 
point, not only in writing books, but in all kinds of Christian work. 


Spurgeon well says : 


“ Be thoroughly honest with the word of.God. It is the Lord’s own word. Be 
careful not to pervert it in the smallest degree.” 


The same may be said of all work for God. It is the Lord’s own 
work. Be careful to bring into it no carnal policy—no weapons from 
Satan’s armory. Every departure from strict truth is just so far an 
approach to this vicious practice. Let a Romish priest be sent around 
the world by his order, his $5000 salary being paid from the current 
funds of the order, and another salary being paid to a substitute to do 
his home work in his absence; and these facts being unknown to 
the public, let it be widely published that the said tour of the Romish 
priest involved no expenditure to the current funds of the said order, 
the object of such publication being to prevent any objection, from the 
donors of the funds to said tour, and any check to their giving because 
of the fund being so used—and will not intelligent Protestants, know- 
ing the thousands of dollars paid from the current funds of the order 
to that priest and his substitute during his absence, feel strongly that 
such practice is Jesuitical? Can it be justified on any other principle 
than that of “doing evil that good may come?’ And when a mis- 
sionary board suddenly raises the salaries of its officers from $3000 to 
$4000 and even $5000, and then, that this great increase may not 
attract the attention of those who give the money, changes the uniform 
usage of said board—the usage of printing each officer’s salary oppo- 
site his name, which has been unchanged for more than 30 years— 
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when said board changes this old usage and lumps all salaries in one 
aggregate the better to‘ conceal the change, does’ not- such act come 
under the same category of Jesuitical, whether the said board be 
Romish or Protestant ? Has not such board reason to consider afresh 
the teaching of dear old Dr. Ashbel Green: “The officers of the 
society ought to practice no concealment ?” 


“ Perish, policy and cunning, 
Perish, all that fears the light ; 
Whether losing, whether winning, 
Trust in God and do the right. 
Some will hate thee, some will love thee, 
Sume will flatter, some will slight ; 
Cease from man, and look above thee— 
Trust in God and do the right.” 
—Rev. Dr. Norman Macleod. 


JUVENILE ASSOCIATIONS.—These organizations in Great Britain are 
quite efficient, both in kindling and fostering a missionary spirit in 
the young, and in the collecting of money, the children engaging in 
this as volunteer agents. For instance, the Wesleyan Juvenile Asso- 
ciation of Tottenham, at its recent annual meeting, reported $318. 

The Juvenile Missionary Society in connection with the Sunday- 
schools of Oxford Place Circuit, reports for 1878, $558; and in the 
18 years of its existence, $6108. Testimony is given that “ the em- 
ployment of our young vepte 1 in this work has a very beneficial effect 
on them”—in creating a permanent interest in foreign missions, and 
in preparing them for effective Christian work at home or abroad. 


MISsIONARY PERIODICALS—SELF-SUPPORTING.— We find it 
strangely difficult to ascertain reliable facts about the organs of our 
foreign boards. Most of our American foreign boards enter charges 
for printing them in annual accounts, and we infer these charges show 
the cost of these publications in excess of receipts from subscribers. 
We have mentioned two that claim to be self-supporting, viz., The 
Foreign Mission Journal of the Southern Baptist Church, (with the 
exception of the May number which is given to the annual reports, 
and its cost charged to the board,) and The Heathen Woman’s Friend, 
of the M. E. Woman’s Board. From the April Record (Home and 
Foreign Missionary Record) of the Established Church of Scotland, 
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we see that that too belongs to this same category. The editor, Prin- 
cipal Tulloch, D. D., reports that “ the profit on its publication to the 
church is considerable’”’—that its circulation has risen from 5000 in 
1862 to about 20,000 at the present time. Just how much the profit 
is, he has not mentioned. | 

The Missionary Record of the U. P. Scotch Church has a circula- 
tion of 56,000, and cannot fail to bring a large profit, we suppose, but OF, 
just how much, we as yet fail to ascertain. We shall be glad to record 
the name of every foreign missionary periodical that is self-supporting, 
as also the annual profit received by any of them, for the benefit of the 
church or of foreign missions. Since writing the above we are grati- 
fied to find that the Periodical Accounts of the United Brethren, begun 
in 1790, and now filling more than 30 volumes, have been published 
from the first “without any charge to the general mission fund’”— 
another proof of the wisdom of this society’s management. 
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SunDAY-ScHOOL LEssons ON ForEIGN Misstons.—We desire to 
secure the thoughtful attention of pastors and church sessions, Sunday- 
school superintendents, teachers and parents, to the important subject 
here mentioned. 

If this world is ever to be evangelized, much more effort must be 
made to instruct the children of the church as to the nature, necessity 
and obligations of the work and the personal duty and privilege of 
engaging in it. | | 

The International Sunday-School Convention at Atlanta, Ga., 
reported the number of Sunday-schools in these United States to be 
78,046, with 853,100 officers and teachers, and 6,504,054 scholars. 
The number of scholars from these schools received into the churches 
the preceding year was 119,221. Thus an army of over 100,000 
Christian workers are annually coming into service from these schools. 
What shall be the character of their service? This question ought to 
be constantly pressing on the heart of every pastor, parent, church 
officer, superintendent and teacher. And inasmuch as this world’s 
evangelization is the special work of the church, specially enjoined by 
Christ himself, should there not be special lessons on this subject, pre- 
| HE | pared with special care by the best minds of the church, and carefully 
WHEE and prayerfully studied and taught in every Sunday-school of the 
Wi land ? 
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We need not suggest that this part of Christian doctrine and duty 
furnishes the most. broad, fertile, informing, interesting, engrossing 
and exhaustless subjects for study and investigation that can come 
before youthful minds, most admirably fitted to enlarge views, deepen 
piety, cultivate the Christian affections and graces, and fit young 
Christians for useful and noble lives in any and every sphere of 
action ; while from such teaching we may confidently look for a great 
increase of money and of earnest young men and women consecrated 
to this work of foreign missions. We would gladly see a special les- 
son on foreign missions occupying one Sabbath each month in all our 
Sunday-schools. But as the lesson-papers for 1880 are already 
arranged, our present proposal is that such lessons fill the one vacancy 
_ each quarter, for 1880, and let the result test the value of such lessons, 
and their claims to some specific arrangement in coming years. 

We are glad to fortify our views here expressed by the following 
resolution brought in by the Standing Committee on Foreign Missions, 
and adopted by the Presbyterian General Assembly at Saratoga, since 
the above was written, viz. : 


6. “ That the committee recognize the importance of training the children of the 
church to an intelligent interest in the great work of foreign missions, and that we 


recommend that all our Sunday-schools be urged to take regular contributions for 
this cause.” 


No training can be properly effective without at least one lesson 
each quarter, specially devised and arranged for this purpose, and 
faithfully taught and impressed on the minds and hearts of the child- 
ren, by teachers and superintendents thoroughly alive to the vital 
interests of this great work. 


CoLLECTING AGENTS.—We have expressed our convictions that no 
mission funds should be used in employing collecting agents; that 
pastors and church officers should not thus be relieved of their own 
special duty, and that the churches should not be taxed with the bur- 
den of educating ministers for such agencies, or to support them as 
agents. Weare not about to repeat our arguments or suggest new 
ones. We refer to the subject only to record progress. The Baptist 
Convention of the State of Georgia has just taken the following 
action, viz. : | 
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‘WHEREAS, It has become imperatively necessary to curtail the expense of collect- 
ing funds for our missionary operations; therefore , | 
Ist. “ Resolved, That we respectfully request the Southern Baptist Convention to 

instruct both the home and foreign boards, in raising funds in Georgia, to work 

through our State Mission Board. 

2d. “‘ Resdlved, That the State Mission Board be instructed to put itself in direct 
communication with the pastors throughout the State, urging them to bring the 
subject of missions directly before their churches, and to make collections at stated 


times during the year. 
3d. “ Resolved, That the clerk of this convention be instructed to furnish the 


Southern Baptist Convention, at its approaching session, with a copy of so much of 
the above preamble and resolutions as concerns that body.” 


This action was taken April 25th, 1879, and we hope it may have 
its legitimate influence on the larger bodies, both South and North. 
The managers of our missionary boards have no right to impose upon 
the churches these heavy burdens. It is the prerogative of the 
churches themselves to control the home expenses of their missionary 
organizations, and pastors and churches are at fault if they allow 


extravagant home expenses. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, NorTH, 
AND ForeEIGN Misstons.—This assembly, at its late meeting in Sara- 
toga, elected for its Moderator the Rev. H. H. Jessup, D. D., mis- 
sionary from Syria. This is the second time a foreign missionary has 
filled this office, Rev. John H. Morrison, D. D., having moderated the 
assembly of 1863. So far as intended to mark the interests of the 
Presbyterian Church in foreign missions, its 122 foreign missionaries 
will accept this evidence of interest as gracefully as it is offered. 

Bro. Jessup showed himself well fitted to bear both the honors and 
burdens involved, and by his stirring addresses, and by moving a res- 
olution calling for more interest and larger gifts to this foreign work, 
evidenced his own deep interest in it. We have no doubt of his loy- 
alty to the Presbyterian Church, and yet we may be permitted to say, 
with equal charity and true ‘love for each and all branches of the one 
church of Christ, that loyal Presbyterians, believing the polity of their 
church equally useful and valuable in all parts of the world, are 
beginning to ask why Presbyterian missionaries do not give their own 
church polity to the mission churches in the land of its birth. Why 
Bro. Jessup came to this assembly as a commissioner from the Lack- 
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awanna Presbytery, and not from a Presbytery in Syria—why, in 
short, the Presbyterian Church polity is good for him and his brother 
missionaries, and not for the native pastors they ordain and the native 
churches they organize in Syria? : 

The cost of the Foreign Missionary to the funds of the board, over 
and above all subscriptions received for it, is reported to be $2833. 
The amount paid for printing the Monthly Record is $1099. This 
usage of paying money contributed for mission work among the 
heathen, to print periodicals for gratuitous distribution to Christians, 
in Christian lands, admits of no valid justification or sufficient 
apology. The sooner it is abandoned by every society and board now 
adopting it, the better will it be for the cause of missions. 


FOREIGN PRESBYTERIES AND SyNnops.—Those interested in the 
deliverance of thé Presbyterian Foreign Board on this subject, at the 
Chicago assembly in 1877, occupying four octavo pages in its printed 
report, and who may have noticed the “ Answer to the Foreign Board,” 
in this REVIEW, vol. I., pp. 319-325, and also vol. IL., pp. 120-133, 
will be interested in seeing the final adjustment of this matter by 
the late assembly—the three original divisions reduced to two, and each 
of these, by a happy process of elimination and condensation, reduced 
to three items; division I., authorizing presbyteries and synods, just as 
they have been authorized and already existing in foreign missions 
these many years past; division II., authorizing mongrel presbyteries, 
but removing all special motive for them by limiting the right of rep- 
resentation in higher church courts to a number of missionaries suffi- 
cient to constitute a presbytery pure and simple; and, best of all, 
eliminating all invidious distinctions between foreign and home pres- 
byteries, and between foreign missionaries and ordained native minis- 
ters, thus keeping intact the parity of the clergy. aus Deo—and 
thanks, too, to the wisdom of the committee. They could have shown 
greater wisdom only by proposing no action at all. 

The debt of this Presbyterian Board, over $62,000, is not a pleasant 
item. Its officers and churches may feel less anxious, because of Miss 
Lapsley’s generous legacy of some $300,000, soon to fall due, but 
the current expenses of such a board ought to be met by its current 
income, leaving special gifts and legacies for specialties and enlarge- 
ment of the work. 
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We notice an overture was reported from one presbytery, asking the 
assembly to recommend to its boards a reduction of their officers’ sal- 
aries. This was a move in the right direction. ‘Too many of the 
churches and presbyteries, while regarding the high salaries of the 
officers of these boards (who are forever calling upon them, in their 
comparative poverty, to give, and blaming them, in severe terms, for 
not giving more,) as involving positive wrong and _ injustice, still 
remain silent, if not sulky, doing and saying nothing to bring about 
a better state of things; some of them giving very little or nothing to 
the boards, and justifying themselves in withholding because of these 
high salaries. This is all wrong. Let pastors, elders, churches, and 
the lower church courts in every branch of the church exercise their 
own honest judgments in this matter. They have just as good a right 
to think and say that a $5000 salary to a mission Secretary involves a 
wrong to the cause he serves and to the whole church, as a few wealthy 
men in New York or Boston or Philadelphia have to think other- 
wise. Indeed, it is not so much a question of right as of positive 
duty. Those who condemn these high salaries, and make them, or 
any other mistakes in the management of the boards, a reason for 
withholding sympathy and money from them, and yet take no mea- 
sures to make their opinions known and felt in quarters where they 
may prove effective in changing the wrong usage, are acting a part 
neither Christian nor manly. Let all such write and speak frankly 
to the officers and members of these boards, and bring their overtures 
to the higher church courts. Not until they have exhausted all 
proper means for correcting wrong usages can they be justified in fall- 
ing back on their reserved rights. 

We are sorry the committee and the assembly dismissed this over- 
ture with so little consideration. But this should be no discourage- 
ment to those who sent it. A man or a presbytery can afford to fail 
in a good cause, but not until the best efforts have been made and per- 
sisted in to the utmost. Then, failure in a good cause is better than 
success in a bad one. 

We observe a notice that two of the foreign Secretaries have given 
to the board one-fourth of their salaries. Why are not the pastors 
and churches told just what these salaries are, that they may know the 
amount given by these Secretaries, if it is desirable they should know 
that they have given anything at all? And why do they not publish 
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also what each other Secretary and member gives to the board? And - 
are we to understand that the board fixes its Secretaries’ salariesso _ 


high, on their promise to pay back one-fourth? Then why does it 
not deal in the same way with its missionaries? Why limit them to 
a bare “ subsistence—allowance?” Is it not as desirable that mission- 
aries should give to the board as that Secretaries should ? 

We might be thankful for this evidence that our frank and kindly 
strictures on these high salaries the past 18 months have not been in 
vain—that the officers receiving the highest salaries, in case of several 
missionary boards, have come to see and feel the propriety of paying 
back a part of these high salaries. But just in proportion as the con- 
scientiousness of these officers is to be commended for their voluntary 
giving back of a part of their salaries, just in the same proportion is 
the extravagance of their boards, in voting them such high salaries, to 
be condemned—nor less so their unjust partiality shown in the great 
disparity between the salaries they vote to their officers at home and 
those they vote to their toiling, self-exiled missionaries abroad. No 
generosity of the Secretaries can compensate for this extravagance and 
injustice on the part of the boards ; and pastors, churches, church offi- 
cers and church courts should not be satisfied till these boards take 
action reducing these high salaries, and publish their action, too, in a 
way that shall make it known to all parties interested. 

As we long to see every church and every praying man and woman 
fully enlisted in this work of missions, praying and giving to the 
utmost extent of ability, just in the same proportion do we long to see 
these unjustifiable salaries reduced and the entire management of our 
mission boards such as shall command the spontaneous approval, ve 
pathy and co-operation of every sanctified heart. 


THE AMERICAN BOARD’s PROPOSED NEw Mission In AFRICA.— 
We notice the American Board is about sending some “ thoroughly 
qualified person to Europe to gain all possible information concerning 
the various openings in Africa, the best methods of reaching the inte- 
rior, and what equipments will be required in undertaking a mission.” 

Fancy Livingstone or Stanley incurring the delay and expense of 
such a preliminary expedition, instead of going straight into Africa 


itself! Or Paul sending an expensive commission in advance to ascer- — 


tain “the best methods and equipments” for his proposed “ journey 
into Spain!” And when Dr. Means, or some other qualified person, 
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shall have incurred this heavy expense, and gained all possible informa- 
tion, how is he to transfer his great knowledge and experience to the~ 
young missionaries who are to meet the actual difficulties and trials of 
the enterprise? We venture to suggest: If any such preliminary 
work is to be done, let it by all means be done by the man who is him- 
self to enter Africa and plant the new mission. The best way to ac- 
complish such an enterprise is to do wt. In all this foreign mission 
work there is need of more doing and vastly less bossing. 


We see Rev. G. B. Taylor, the indefatigable missionary of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, reached New York March 24th, called 
home from Italy to collect funds for the chapel and work in Rome. 
Is it not putting double duty on a man to make him responsible for 
the work abroad,-and at the same time constrain him to come home to 
“ gather his own forage ?” 

Our Southern Baptist brethren are expending a very large propor- 
tion of their strength, given to foreign missions, on Rome and Italy— 
more than $27,000 for the chapel at Rome. Is not Italy getting 
more than her due proportion from this branch of the church? We 
raise the question without presuming to decide it, for a recent tour 
from Naples through Rome and the chief cities of the kingdom gave 
us very vivid as well as deep and abiding impressions of the wonder- 
ful facilities and possibilities of wisely planned and executed evangel- 
istic work in that sunny and most beantiful land, unsurpassed in art- 


treasures and historic memories. God grant her interesting people 


may soon share the full blessings of the Protestant faith. 

No part of the tour above mentioned has left more vivid and 
pleasant memories than the visit to classic Florence, so beautifully 
built along the banks of the Arno, where we made the acquaintance 


of the Rev. J. R. McDougall, shared in the services of the Scotch 


Free Church, and listened to his fresh and stirring reports of the 


evangelistic work in progress in different parts of Italy. Weare glad 


to see he is still there, infusing his own well-tempered enthusiasm into 
the work, not only in Florence, where it is more immediately in his 


charge, but in the many other stations which he supervises and occa- 
sionally. visits as Treasurer and Foreign Secretary, in behalf of the 


British churches, who send their benefactions through him. 
The eighth report of this evangelistic work in Italy gives br ief 
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details of deepest interest in some dozen of the chief cities, and in his 
_ preface Dr. McDougall well says: 


“It affords abundant proof that the death struggle between Popery and the Gos- 
pel continues as earnest as ever all over the Italian mission-field. * * The 
evangelicals are still subjected to the livliest persecution in their places of worship, 
in their worldly callings, in the bosom of their families, on their death beds at home 
or in the hospital, and even at the cemetery, except where the popular feeling is 
sufficiently enlightened or the Gospel cause sufficiently strong to prevent such 
occurrences.” 


Dr. McDougall gives the statistics of the general work of the Free 
Italian Church as follows, viz. : 


Deacons, . , 65 
Deaconesses,’ . 14 
Catechumens, . 183 
Regular hearers, . 1,465. 
Occasional hearers (additional), . 1,694 
Churches, large and small, 33. 
Contributions for all $1,747 


There are in Europe, exclusive of Denmark, Switzerland, Portugal, Greece and 
Turkey, 64,752,000 Evangelical Christians, 136,466,000 Roman Catholics, and 


63,478,000 Greek Christians. In all about 264,000,000 Christians. 


St. Crorx—VI0OLENT OUTBREAK.—The amount of property 
destroyed by the disaffected laborers of this island, in October last, is 
larger than we supposed. In their fancied security the authorities 
evidently misapprehended the extent and severity of the disaffection, 
till the riot burst upon them in its fury, with few policemen and no 
soldiers to repel or control it. From the letters of Moravian mission- 
aries we learn that fifty-one estates were destroyed, and numbers per- 
ished in the flames which consumed their homes and property. The 
mob spared missionaries, churches and mission property, so far as prac- 
ticable in devastation so sweeping. From some things incidentally 
mentioned in the letters, we fear the authorities and planters may have 
given some provocation. The year had closed, the time for renewing 
or declining contracts had come ; and while nominally free to re- engage 
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or leave the island, it seems the price of passports was raised, and the 
ordinary facilities for leaving in ships, &c., were kept away. 


Human SacriFices.—A fresh illustration of the tenacity of cruel 
heathen rites and superstitions has recently occurred in India in a 
district on the Godavery. The people believe yearly human sacrifices 
greatly effective in securing good crops. Police officers in the district 
were missing, and for a time no trace of them could be found. But 
the Madras Times says : 


“ Tt is now clear that the missing constables were made the victims of the super- 
stitious custom practiced by these people. * * The mutilated corpses of some 
persons, identified as the missing men, were discovered near the altars,” &c. 


It seems there were mixed feelings on the part of the sacrificers. 
The constables had forbidden the people to gather tamarind fruit fallen 
upon the ground, and had thus made themselves offensive to the poor 
people; but in deliberately erecting altars and killing and sacrificing 
the constables to their gods, they showed that religious superstitions 
were strong elements in moving them to the act. 


SLAUGHTER OF THE NEW KING’S RELATIVES IN BuRMA.—On the 
death of the late King of Burma and the succession of Thibaw as his 
heir, the first reports indicated good grounds to hope for only such 
changes in the government as would prove desirable. No hint was 
then given of the bloody events which have since transpired, and have 
fixed indelible reproach on the young prince and his advisers. The 
Englishman, of Calcutta, says of this slaughter : 


“Tt was the cool, determined butchery of helpless, unresisting captives, whose only 
crime consisted in the fact that they were the brothers, sisters and nephews of the 
man who slaughtered them. It will be remembered that all the princes and their 
families were enticed into the palace before the death of the late king and impris- 
oned en masse to secure the accession of Thibaw. Two only escaped by marvelous 
chance, and found shelter and freedom within our protection. The rest, number- 
ing some hundred people, men, women and children, were confined within a brick 
building consisting of a single room. All the doors and windows were blocked up, 
and food and water supplied through a hole in the roof, part of which had been 
removed. Even this scanty diet was occasionally intermitted, and owing to priva- 
tion and confinement several deaths occurred from sickness, suffering, and, it is said, 
actual starvation. Finally, after four months of misery, arrangements were made 
that their place of captivity should be changed, and a special prison house was in 
course of erection. On the night of the 15th February, part of the captives were 
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removed on pretence of being conveyed to their new lodging. They were brought 
into a yard situated on the east of the palace enclosure, and there the work of 


~~ slaughter commenced, The Pungwon and some military officers superintended, the _ 


actual agents being five convicted felons. The corpses were laid out for identifica - 
- tion, and then flung into deep pits which had been dug close at hand. This ghastly 
work was continued during the two following nights till some 82 people had been 
butchered. The women were subjected to brutal indignities before their death, and 
piteous outcries of ‘ Kill me! kill me! do not put me to shame!’ were heard by the 
trembling inmates of compounds near the palace. The Mekkhara Queen, when a 
ruffian laid violent hands on her, exclaimed, ‘ Do not touch me! I am a queen.’ 
He replied with a foul word of abuse and a sword thrust in her chest, which 
stretched her on the ground. The mothers’ sole entreaty was that they might be 
allowed to die before their children. So far from this being complied with, the 
murderers amused themselves by endeavoring to wrench the helpless babes in two, 
and when they failed in this, by dashing their heads against the brick wall so as 
to bespatter the naked limbs of each wailing parent; for all the captives had been 
stripped to the skin before entering the enclosure, and their silk waist-cloths and 
petticoats were the reward of the felons who killed them. The Thonse prince, one 
of the elder sons of the late king, remained fearless and defiant to the last. He up- 
braided his cousins and brothers who were shrieking for mercy: ‘ We have to die,’ 
he shouted, ‘ let us die like the sons of a king.’ When ordered by one of the officers 
to prostrate himself in reverence to the palace, he refused with contemptuous abuse, 
and bade them do their worst. It is impossible to compute the amount of slaughter 
which has taken place. Whole boatfuls of corpses were emptied into the river, and 
have been carried down across our frontier, silent witnesses of terrific crime. 
Numerous arrests have also been made quite recently, and the whole country lives 
in constant horror and alarm.” 


FRESH CANNIBAL MURDERS. 

“On January 9th, the London Missionary Society’s steamer ‘ EJlangowan’ arrived 
at Thursday Island, in Torris Straits, with an English boy and a Chinaman, the 
only survivors of a party of seven, the rest of whom had been murdered by the 
natives of the southeast coast of New Guinea.”’—Evangelical Christendom. 

This party being in the steamer of the London Missionary Society 
led us at first to suppose them connected with the work of missions. 
But we learn they were a “trading and gold-prospecting party from 
Cooktown,” and the report is, that the said cannibals declared their 
purpose to kill and eat all white men who should land in their 
province. 


CANNIBALS—SHALL THEY BE ALLOWED TO KILL AND EAT 
MIssIONARIES WITH ImpuNrITy ?-—The report that the missionary, 
Rev. George Brown, organized and led a small force to punish the 
cannibals in New Britain, who had killed and eaten four of his native _ 
preachers, has elicited sharp criticisms from many, and unqualified 
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condemnation from some, of our Christian editors, living in the safe 
security provided by vigilant police forces here in the highest Chris- 
tian civilization, and under the very shadows of our Christian 
churches. Will such thoughtfully consider the following action of 
the Wesleyan Mission Board, after ample correspondence, and the 
personal testimony of one who bore a part in Mr. Brown’s expedi- 
tion, viz. : 

“ As to the measures taken to prevent further outrage. 

“ Resolved, That inasmuch as it appears from the evidence now before the board, 
that immediately after the massacre the natives of the different islands began to 
take advantage of the supposed weakness of the mission party—(1.) That numbers 
of the natives assembled at Mr. Brown’s residence and demanded property, which 
had to be given up to them. (2.) That a chief of New Ireland, hitherto friendly, 
dragged away the wife of the teacher to his own hut and detained her for a period 
of two or three days. (3.) That Talili, the instigator of the murders, took steps to 
effect the further murder of the widows and children of the slaughtered teachers ; 
also that he notified to the towns of New Britain, where teachers resided, that war 
would be made upon them unless they killed their teachers; and likewise sent a 
message to Mr. Brown, threatening to eat him—this meeting expresses its deepest 
sympathy with the Rev. George Brown in the very perplexing, painful and danger- 
ous position in which he was placed; but at the same time it deeply regrets that no 
other course seemed to him to be open, which would ensure the safety of himself, 


and of the large number of persons belonging to the mission party, of whom he was 
regarded as the protector.” 


As to the effect of the cruel murder of their brethren on other 
native preachers, where have we a better illustration of the true spirit 
of the Gospel? Of some who had volunteered to go to New Britain 
to engage in mission work before those there were killed and eaten, it 
was feared their courage would fail, and they would seek to be excused 
from going to such peril. One came to the missionary with such sad, 
anxious look, that it was interpreted as a preface to a request to be 
released from his offer to go. But it proved rather to have arisen 
from his anxiety lest he would not be allowed to go. His first utter- 
ance was: “Q, sir, do not let this news from New Britain cause you 
to refuse the privilege to go there.” Another, while on the way to 
New Britain being asked how he felt about the danger, expressed his 
firm hope and joy in prospect of eternal life, and adds: “ If they kill 
and eat me, all right,” pointing upward, as to his home in heaven. 
Among the new volunteers was a brother of one of those murdered 
by the cannibals. Of him it is said that, while shedding tears as he 
spoke of his brother’s cruel death, he expressed an earnest desire to 
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go and take his brother’s place. The missionary well says: “ What 
_but the grace of God could constrain them to such noble self-denial !” 


“SLave TRADE IN East Arrica.—A letter to Gordon Pasha, Governor-general 
of Southern Egypt, from an officer sent to break up the slave depots in the neighbor- 
hood of Bahrel Gazal, in the province of Kordofan, reports an engagement with 
Suliman, one of the chief slave traders and owners of twenty-five depots, in which 
it is stated the women alone waiting importation into Egypt number 10,000. The 
Egyptian forces numbered 3000, and were entrenched, a part of them being armed 
with Remington rifles. On the morn of the 28th of December, Suliman, with 11,000 
men, attacked the entrenchments, and after numerous assaults, in which the Arabs, 
under the personal lead of Suliman, fought with desperate courage, the attack was 
completely defeated and the assailants fled in disorder, leaving 1087 dead on the 
field. The Egyptians lost twenty men.’”’—Exchange paper. 


Assuming this statement to be correct, it shows (1) that the reports 
of the utter breaking up and stoppage of the slave trade in Eastern 
Africa have been premature ; (2) that the purpose and efforts of those 
engaged in the trade, to prosecute it, are determined and persistent ; 
and (3) that resolute and measurably effective endeavors are being 
made to suppress and extirpate this cruel traffic. 


Lineuistic ApiLiry.—The necessity of acquiring a foreign lan- 
guage to engage successfully in mission work among the heathen, is 
such a bugbear to many young persons pondering the question of 
duty, that it is well for such to know, persistent application, under 
strong motives, can soon master any known language, and almost any 
number of languages. Rev. A. I. Towell, recently employed as a 
tutor in East London Training Institute, to help educate candidates 
for foreign mission work, is a notable instance to illustrate this fact. 
Born of poor parents, and with a constitution extremely delicate, he 
learned the Hebrew alphabet, when twelve years old, from the head- 
ings of the 119th psalm. Though his days were spent in manual 
labor, he managed to secure some spare hours, in which he studied 
Hebrew, Greek and French, and soon sought admission to Regent’s 
Park College. Dr. Angus was surprised at his acquisitions then, and 
in a few months the lad passed successfully in ten different classes, 
including Hebrew, Greek, German, Latin, Ethics and Logic. To 
this he soon added a knowledge of Arabic, Chaldee, Syriac, Turkish, 
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Persian, Sanscrit, Assyrian, Armenian, Swedish, Danish, Gaelic, 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Ethiopic, Zulu, and some others. 


Gop’s CARE OF Missions.—We recently noticed an instance in 
which new candidates were received by the China Island Mission, 
with a view to sending them to the work in China, though no funds 
were in hand for the necessary expense ; and yet, almost immediately, 
funds came, sufficient in amount, and with the express wish that they 
be used for sending missionaries to China, and from a party so distant 
and so situated as to preclude the possibility of any knowledge of the 
special exigency to influence the sender. 

Another instance of much the same kind in the history of the same 
society, has just occurred, and is narrated as follows, viz. : 


“On Friday, Feb. 21st, we were able to make no remittance to China, and the 
funds were not yet in hand for the outfits and passages of some of the party expected 
to sail from Marseilles on March 9th. Under these circumstances it was remem- 
bered, with thankfulness, how frequently—nay, almost invariably—God has given 
special tokens of his readiness to help, about the time of a departure of new mis- 
sionaries; and at the daily prayer meeting, from 12 to 1 o’clock, with thanksgiving 
and praise for past mercies, God was asked again to show Himself gracious, not only 
in supplying present and immediate needs, but also in encouraging the hearts of 
His young servants, who were casting themselves upon His faithfulness for life, for 
health, for food, for raiment, and for all the grace and help needed in His service. 
He was asked, if it were His gracious will, to send, and to send speedily, some large 
and considerable gift or gifts—something so marked as to be unmistakably His 
‘answering message ;’ and to select from among His many children some whom He 
would as richly bless in the giving as He would the work by the gift. With great 
joy and rest of heart these petitions were left with Him. 

“On Saturday morning, Feb. 22d, the ‘answering message came by the first post. 
One of the letters contained a check for £600 ($3000).’ Our hearts were gladdened, 
our faith was strengthened ; and not only in private, but at our weekly prayer-meet- 
ing, thanksgiving and praise were offered to God; and hearty prayer went up that 
He would abundantly bless the munificent donor and every member of his honse- 
hold. We can testify, from oft-repeated experience, that ‘it is blessed, indeed, to 
trust in Him at all times,’ and would exhort all His tried ones to pour out their 
hearts before Him; for the Livine Gop verily ‘is a refuge for us.’ ”’ 


PREACHING Tours.—As an instance of the kind of labor and 
evangelistic journeys being performed by the agents of the China In- 
land Mission, we see Mr. George Cameron recently returned to the 
new port Pak-hoi from ajourney into Yun-nan and Thibet, and found 
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waiting his arrival 18 months’ letters. Let such workers be multi- 


plied, and the millions of China will soon know something of the 


Misstonary LecturEesHip.—The late Dr. Duff left directions for 
founding a quadriennial missionary lectureship. Dr. Thomas Smith 
has accepted the appointment of the executors to deliver the first course 
in February, 1880. He is to deliver them first in Edinburgh, and 
then in Glasgow. The special subject chosen by Dr. Smith is “ Medi- 


eval Missions.” We shall look for a valuable addition to our mission- 
ary literature. 


AUSTRIA.—We are sorry to see the Austrian authorities have pro- 
hibited all evangelical work in the way of preaching or religious meet- 
ings of any kind. ‘'wo missionary families may not unite in worship, 
and each family, to have worship alone even, must make sure no out- 
side person is listening. Any infraction of this rule exposes to im- 


prisonment. This degrades the Austrian government far below that 
of some heathen countries. 


SLAVERY IN [np1A.—Slavery of the kind described by Rev. B. H. 
Badley as existing and increasing in the province of Oudh, is by no 


means confined to that province, but is still found in other parts of 
Iiidia. Mr. Badley writes : 


“There is a good deal of almost, if not downright slavery in Oudh, especially east 
of the Gogra. It is known as the sawak or saunk system; under it a man of any of 
the four castes—Lodh, Chamar, Kori, Kurmi—receives an advance from a farmer 
and becomes his bond-serf for life, or till he pays off the advance, which it must be 
noted does not bear interest. The ordinary sum so given varies from Rs. 30 ($15) 
to Rs. 100 ($50), and for this a man binds himself and his children down till the 
remotest generation. It is quite common to meet men whose fathers entered into 
these obligations, and who still labor in their discharge, although well aware that 
they can discard them and be free to sell their labor in the open market whenever 
they choose. Such men receive nominally one-sixth of the crop, whatever it be, on 
which they have labored as ploughmen and reapers. When the crop is a bad one, 
of course the saunkia suffers with the rest—more so, in fact, because it is almost 
impossible that he can have any fund of savings to fall back upon. 

“The number of these bondmen is increasing. Every second man met with in 
the fertile plains of Hisampur is a sawak, and it seems strange to an Englishman to 
listen to the proprietor pointing to them as they stand behind or drive the four- 
footed cattle at the ploughs. He descants upon the sams he paid for them; 51 ru- 
pees for that one; 60 for his neighbor, because the latter had a large family which 
went with the lot.” 
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A fact in this connection not widely known is that the British gov- 
ernment in some of its treaties with native kingdoms has entered into. 
stipulations equivalent to our old “fugitive slave law”—promising to 
return all fugitive slaves that may escape from such native kingdoms 
into British territory. 


IMPERIAL ORDER CLOSING BUDDHISTIC NUNNERIES IN CHINA. 
—This order is quite in keeping with the official deliverances result- 


several villages had come over. I think we have had about twelve hundred new 
adherents since I returned from the committee meetings (January, 1879,) and in a 
week I could treble that number, but it is no good—we have not the means to in- 
struct them,” &c. 


ery ing from Christian benevolence administered at such peril and sacri- 
i} if fice of life by missionaries during the terrible famine, and yet we ~ 
| ii | , cannot fail to look upon it and them as indicating God’s purpose to 
Hh Le hasten the progress of the Gospel more rapidly in China. Still such 
favorable indications must not be over-estimated. The powers of evil 
1 i ia are mighty, the spirit of opposition in some parts of China is persistent 
1} ie | and bitter, and missionaries must: be ready for much opposition and 
| 
| H, J APAN—BaAPTisMs.—Rev. J. C. Davison, of the M. E. Church, 
| if He baptized 44 adults and 15 children at Kagoshima, March 23d. 
ita MASSES STILL COMING OVER TO CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.—A 
| i i missionary of the London Missionary Society at Nundial reports large 
accessions. 
| 4 | is “Everywhere,” he writes, “the people are crying out for instruction, In four 
| | tr 1 days last week about five hundred joined us on my visiting their villages. Yester- 
| j | | ; day two catechists in charge of groups of stations further north came in to say that 


In the Micronesia Islands the Rev. Mr. Sturges reports 14 new_ 
converts received to the churches on a recent trip to the different 
stations. 


~ 


VI.--MISSION REPORTS. 


. WE are always glad to get mission reports as fresh as possible 
from the mission fields. The “Fourteenth Annual Report of the 
North India Methodist Episcopal Stations and Conference, for 1878,” 
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has just reached us, and shows such vigorous working of missionary 


forces that we are inclined to give to it.a little more space and consid- _ 


eration than we find practicable in cases of most such reports. 

1. This is the first American M. E. Mission planted in India. Its 
inception dates from the year of the terrible Sepoy rebellion, 1857, 
though little mission work could be done in its first years. ‘Two of 
its 20 stations date their origin from 1858, three from 1859, two from 
1860, one from 1861, two from 1864, two more from 1865, two also. 
from 1866, three from 1871, and the remaining two from 1874. 

These facts mark the growth and extension of the work. 

Its agencies are those usually employed in India—preaching to 
stated audiences at fixed times and places, as also at Melas, in the 
markets and villages on itineracies, schools, orphanages, the press, 
and medical practice. | 

2. The extending knowledge and influence of the truth may be 
shown by a few extracts from this report. Mr. McGrew, of Bareilly, 
writes : 


/ 


“ The silent way in which the cause of Christ is making headway among the peo- 
ple is finely exemplified in the case of a young Mohamedan, who is to be baptized 
next Sabbath. Five years ago his curiosity was aroused by the kindly mention 
which the Quran makes of Christ and Christians. He procured and read attent- 
ively the New Testament, as well as three or four of the best books on the Moham- 
edan controversy, and was finally fully convinced. He read the same books aloud 
to his mother, who at first reproached him for reading Christian books. She also 
in time became convinced of the truth of Christianity. Three months ago he 
announced himself as an inquirer, had interviews with the native brethren; and 
finally went to Sambhak to see Brother Zahur-ul-Haqq, with whom he ate. Fora 
long time his neighbors have taunted him with purposing to become a Christian, 
and he has retorted by saying that he was already one. Since his visit to Sambhal 
his relations have closed their houses against him and his family. He now seeks to 
be recognized by us as what his neighbors have so long regarded him as being. His 
wife and mother are to be baptized with him. Doubtless the next six months will 
test his faith in Christ to the utmost. God grant that he may stand firm.” 


Messrs. Johnson and Buck, of Shahjehanpore, give the following: 


“There is a very interesting case in this district of a man of good family and 
some property having become a Christian, though still not baptized. Awakened by 
bazaar preaching, he immediately called for books and began to read and believe. 
He attends service when he can, and appears to be a true disciple of the Lord Jesus. 
He hopes his family will become interested and all be baptized together. During 
the famine he was present at the mission-house one day, and saw some little starved 
children just sent to the orphanage by the magistrate. He at once sent in a cow to 
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ia supply the little sufferers with milk, which good office the cow continues to perform. 


He has also taken a poor Christian family to his village and given them employ- 
ment. He has the management of an important law-suit for his widowed sister, in 
which her property was involved. It was important to get the trial deferred fora 
month at least; and he was on his way at the appointed time, with a written request 
to the judge, when he saw us preaching in the bazaar chapel. Although the time 
for his important business had come, he sent a servant with the paper, saying he 
would worship the Lord and risk the case. To his surprise the judge gave three 
months instead of one, which he attributed to the interposition of the Lord Jesusy 
in whose worship he had been engaged. 

“Another land-holder in the district, whose people—cultivators in one of his 
villages—have failed because of the famine, came and asked me to settle Christian 
cultivators on his land. Ten years ago had a man in his village become a Chris- 
tian he would have been cast out at once. These are thankfully noted as signs of 
progress. Aside from Panahpore, 8 adults and 99 children have been baptized since 
January—tostly in the orphanage.” 


As illustrating the fickleness of some converts from heathenism, and 
a native minister’s way of dealing with them, we give the following 
from the report of Rev. Zahur-ul-Haqq : 


“The Christians living in Hetam Sarai have during the past year been tempted 
and shown their weakness. They all agreed among themselves to abandon the 
Christian religion and again practice their old customs and the idolatrous rites of 
their forefathers. 

“They appointed a day for the formal execution of this intention, and gathered 
the requisites for a feast, to which they invited all their friends and relatives. 
When I received intelligence of this, I sued one of the Christians who owed me a 
sum of money, and in accordance with the order of the magistrate all the requisites 
of the feast prepared for their brethren (before they were cooked) were attached and 
taken into his custody until my claim should be adjusted. When they saw this turn 
of affairs, all the members of the caste (Chamars) came together, and the Christianss 
contrite and ashamed, came to me and asked forgiveness for their sin. I replied to 
them in terms of mingled reproof and comfort, and had them all placed on the list 
of probationers again. When I went to Hetam Sarai again I found all the people 
who were not Christians very much displeased with me. Seizing me by the hand, 
they put me outside their house, spoke very harshly, and in every way obstructed 
my work. Unable to effect anything, I returned back to my house. 

“After a little reflection, I appointed a meeting at the house of a Christian brother, 
where we again began to sing, pray and preach as usual. 

“At first none but Christians attended, but after a few days we were surprised to 
see non-Christians hovering around the outskirts of the little congregation, and little 
by little several persons joined with us in singing and prayer. 

“ Now all have become our friends, except one family. All who were formerly 
Christians are now established in Christ, and several families of inquirers are so 
advanced that they observe many externals of Christianity with all their hearts, and 
indeed are better than many (professed) Christians, but they do not break caste, nor 
receive baptism.” 
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8. Sehools.—This mission’s appreciation of schools may be inferred 
by its having on its school-rolls 7097 pupils, about one-third of them 
girls. In case of orphanages, special efforts are made to teach the 
children some useful occupation with a view to independence and self- 
support as soon as practicable. In this connection, we find the follow- 
ing very sensible remark : 

“We are glad to find a larger number of the boys are now thought more fit for 
farmers and mechanics than for scholars, teachers and preachers. The move in this 
direction is right, and can hardly be carried too far. Good farmers and mechanics, 


real Christians, are more needed just now than poor imitations of Christian teachers 
and preachers.”’ 


That too large a proportion of the converts, in some of our India 
missions, have been brought into the pay and service of the missions, 
‘is quite too manifest. What. this ieee is in this mission, we fail 
to discover from this report. —.. 

4, Church Membership.—This mission “reports a native Christian 
community of 2512 adults and 2025 children—4537 in all. Full 
membership 1468 ; a gain of 170, ora little more than 13 per cent., 
on the previous year. 

It would be instructive to present corresponding statistics of all the 
different missions working in the same or contiguous fields. 

The Presbyterian stations in the northwest provinces, bordering on 
the M. E. stations, are reported to be 16, with 26 ordained American 
missionaries and 38 American women, having in their churches 746 
communicants—a gain of 36, or 33 per cent. on the previous year. 
This Presbyterian mission originated in 1834, some 24 years earlier 
than the M. E. mission. 

The Church Missionary Society has 11 stations, intermingling with 
both the Methodist Episcopal and the Presbyterian stations, some of 
them in the same cities. Its report gives very defective statistics— 
the missionaries in charge of some stations simply saying, “ ‘The con- 
gregations are in much the same state as before,” giving no figures, 
but mentioning individual cases of baptism. But the stations giving 
statistics report 1930 native Christians and 614 communicants, show- 
ing a gain of 43, or 74 per cent. 

_ We have not the statistics of the Baptist, London Missionary 
Society, and others laboring in this same general field; but of these 
three societies the decidedly greater progress made by the Methodists, 
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who began work 24 years later than the Presbyterians, and 45 years 


later than the Church Missionary Society, deserves the thoughtful’ 


study, especially of the missionaries more immediately concerned. 
The percentages of gain in converts the past year stands— 


Church Missionary . ‘ 74 


Full statistics would bring the percentage of the Church Missionary 
Society somewhat higher, and this authorizes a word on the general 
subject of— 

5. Mission Reports——(1.) Annual reports of each and all foreign 
missions we regard as indispensable, both to the missions and their 
supporters in Christendom. An experience of thirty years in this 
foreign work has resulted in very positive views on this subject. We 
have known a mission vote to dispense with its annual report one year 
because there was no marked progress to narrate; and the next year 
has been no better, and the next ditto, and so the report has been 
intermitted for a series of years, or continuously ; and the responsible 
workers have perhaps felt a welcome relief from responsibility—not 
only from the responsibility of reporting progress, but from the 
responsibility of securing progress, with God’s help and blessing, 
which might be worth reporting. This may seem uncharitable, but 
laziness is an inherent element of human depravity, and foreign 
missionaries, under the stagnation of heathenism and the soporific 
influence of tropical climates, far removed from the multifarious 
incitements of live men and communities in Christendom, need all 
practicable spurs to duty, and this is one which should never be 
omitted. It is equally necessary to the live interest of those in Chris- 
tendom who support the mission, and the more fresh, frequent, vital 
and responsive the communications between those who hold the rope 
at home, and the workers at the other end of it, in heathendom, the 
better will it be for all parties concerned, and for the work itself. 
We do not blame those in Christendom, who give their money and 
prayers, for wanting frequent and full reports from the missions. It 
would argue poorly for their interest should they not look for such 
reports. We know the pious plea of some for neglecting such reports, 
viz., that this is God’s work, and the missionary should look directly 
to Him and seek His approval, rather than man’s; but we have not 
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found those urging this plea give evidence of feeling, at all times, the 


_eonscious presence of God, and the infinite value of immortal souls, — 


any more than those do whose love to Christ and souls constrains them, 
as it did Paul and Barnabas, to declare to the churches, “ What won- 
ders God had wrought among the Gentiles by them.” And we have 
known some of those urging this plea against mission reports, become 
very sluggish and inefficient in mission work. 

(2). Every report.should embody the vital elements, facts and 
figures of the work accomplished. Its value does not depend on its 
length—most reports are too long. They would be far more effective 
if condensed or cut down. But these vital elements must not be 
wanting. ‘The true status of the mission, and all actual progress since 
last previous report, should be clearly shown; and grievous defections 
and discouragements should not be concealed. Those in Christendom 
who give and pray for this work should know its peculiar trials, and 


the severity of the conflicts and struggles inseparable from it. 


6. Of other points brought to view in this report of the M. E.— 
North India Mission and Conference, we mention a few briefly : 


(1). Demitting the Ministry —“ The character of [Rev.] John Thomas was passed, 
and at his own request he was allowed to withdraw from the ministry of the M. E. 
Church ; he was requested to deposit his ordination parchments with the Secretary 
of the Conference.” : 


We quote this case for its significance and bearing on this vexed 
question, often obtruding in the ecclesiastical courts of other branches 
of the church. 

(2). Provision for Missionaries’ Children, Orphans, &c.—In favor 
of some such provision, the conference adopted this resolution, viz. : 


“ WHEREAS, we have learned from reliable sources that the Board of Trustees of the 
‘Minard Home,’ Morristown, N. J., U.S. A., in view of their inability to carry 
out the original plan of making this institution a home for the orphan daughters 
of deceased ministers of the conference in America and the orphan daughters of 
missionaries in the foreign field, owing to financial pressure, are disposed to set it 
apart as a home, temporary or permanent, for the families of foreign missionaries 
during their periods of furlough in the United States, thereby providing them a 
furnished home in a desirable locality ; therefore, 

‘1. Resolved, That if the proper authorities should find it practicable to make such 
an arrangement, we greet with favor such a step, and express our gratitude for the 
interest thereby manifested in our comfort and welfare. 

“2. That we hereby pledge ourselves to do anything in our power to make this 
arrangement a success. 
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“3. That we request Rev. C. W. Judd, on his return to America, to express. 
views to the Board of Trustees, and to render any assistance he may be able to do in 
bringing this project to a successful issue.”’ 


We give this as indicating the views of the M. E. missionaries in 
India on one branch of a very important subject which has never yet 
received impartial and proper consideration by the foreign boards 
and societies of America. The whole subject involves not only the 
question of providing for orphans and the children of missionaries 
unavoidably separated from their parents, but also the question of 
suitable provision for widows and for superannuated or disabled mis- 
sionaries. We can only mention this subject now, as one of very great 
importance, and lay it on the table for full discussion at an early date. 

(3). Control of Funds.—We have recently taken occasion to express 
our conviction of the unwisdom of some of our American foreign 
boards in undertaking to control the funds for miscellaneous work in 
their foreign missions, and administer them in detail. We pointed out 
the impossibility of boards in America gaining sufficient knowledge to 
do this wisely ; and also its damaging and demoralizing effect upon 
the missionaries ; ignoring, as it does, their proper manhood, independ- 
ence and responsibility. We knew not then that this mission, or any 
other, had approached so nearly to our ideal of the proper control of 
such funds for the miscellaneous work of a mission. But to our 
gratification, we find this M. E. mission exercising unrestricted control 
and authority in all details of its work and expenditure, even to 
authorizing its Treasurer to pay the traveling expenses of members 
desiring to visit America. We here unexpectedly find our theory, in 
some degree at least, reduced to practice; and the result manifest in 
keeping in more vigorous exercise the independent elements and the 
far more efficient responsibility of the missionaries. We look again 
and with new interest to the results of labor in these two missions 
working in the same general field in India—the converts won to 
Christ, by the smaller band of M. E. workers in less than half the 
time, just about twice the number of those won by the larger band of 
Presbyterian workers in more than twice the number of years. If we 
had the whole expense of each of these two missions from their origin, 
the comparison could not fail to be instructive. Shall we attribute 
this wonderful difference in results wholly or mainly to this difference 
of policy and management by the two foreign boards in America? 
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We only develope the facts. Let wise and good men thoughtfully 
and prayerfully study them. 

We only add in this connection that the testimony to the efficiency 
of this mission, furnished by the generous contributions made to it in 
India, most of them by European and other friends who see or know 
its work, is something truly wonderful. Including two direct dona- 
tions from America, and the government grants in aid, the direct con- 
tributions to this mission last year amounted to Rs. 37,1174—more 
than $18,500. 

May the Lord’s blessing on the efforts of these earnest and faithful 
workers for India’s speedy evangelization become even more manifest 
and abundant. 

Mission of the American Board to the Marathis of Western India.— 
We welcome the reports of this mission for 1878 with special pleasure. 
Its principal station, Ahmedruggur, was our first home and field of 
labor in India thirty-three years ago. From a small band of converts 
then, it has grown till it has now 23 churches, with 1127 communi- 
cants, and 878 other baptized persons, living in 151 different villages ; 
169 were received into the churches the past year; it has 827 scholars 
‘in 48 schools, and the contributions of the native Christians amounted 
to Rs. 1335. One of the most hopeful indications for the future of — 
the mission is the growing readiness of the converts to engage in vol- 
untary unpaid efforts to win others to Christ. 

“A poor woman was received last year to the Singawe Tukai church, and soon 
removed to a distant village. She said she had no money to give, but she could 


tell her neighbors of the Saviour, and now, eleven persons, who have heard the 
truth from her lips, have asked for baptism.” 


VII.--RESPONSIBILITY RIGHTLY PLACED. 


The following has just come to us from a good missionary brother 
in Persia, viz. : | 


Education Among the Nestorians.—“ Last year the schools heretofore under the 
care of the American Mission at Oroomiah, were transferred to a Board of. Nestor- 
lans, the mission also entrusting to them the school funds. This board consists of 
twelve members elected by the Knooshya or Reformed Synod, in co-operation with 
two missionaries. The President is Malek Yonan, who is a leading man in the 
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nation, and takes a deep interest in the elevation of his people. The Secretary, 
Mirza Ziya is also general superintendent, and devotes much time and intelligent 
~ Yabor to the oversight of the schools. He reports a marked improvement in the 
order and progress this year over last. 

“The board has under its care about seventy (70) schools, with 1400 pupils. A 
good proportion of these are well advanced in their studies, which embrace the com- 
mon branches in Modern Syriac, and for the higher classes Ancient Syriac and 
Persian, and a few pupils in English. 

“Within two years past four schools of a higher grade have been established at cen- 
tral points, which are attended by boys from neighboring villages, who provide their 
own board. Though in their infancy, these schools are rightly appreciated, and are 
attended at no little self-sacrifice. } 

“The young men’s seminary, partly academical and partly theological, has 37 
students. Four of these are medical students under the care of Dr. Cochran. 

“The female seminary has 44 pupils—four of these are Mussulman girls. There 
are a few select schools for girls in some of the larger villages, and there is a 
demand for such schools. | 

“The people have, in some places, much’ improved their school buildings, and 
new interest in education is awakening, and in some of the more enlightened vil- 
dages nearly the whole school population is reached by the day and Sabbath-schools. 
Several of tle schools are supported wholly by local contributions, others partly so. 
Poverty and increasing civil oppression prevent their doing more in this direction. 
Still the people raised, | in 1878, for the self-support of schools and churches, 736 
tomans. 

“The figures above do not include the new high school and ten other schools in 
Koordistan. The high school begun in Tkhoma is very popular, as it fills a real 
want. The whole number under instruction through the agencies of the American 
Mission is over 1700 pupils in over 80 schools. This is an advance of thirty per 
cent. over last year.” 


Just such an advance as we should expect from transferring respon- 
sibility to the parties more specially interested. We rejoice in this 
manifest progress in education in the Persian Mission. We are 
thankful for all fresh items of interest that missionary brethren can 
send us from the various foreign fields. And we take this occasion to 
emphasize the importance of placing responsibility where it properly 
belongs. This importance is manifest in every profession and in every 
branch of business. But if our experience and observation are cor- 
rect, nowhere is proper attention to it so sadly wanting as in the pros- 
ecution of foreign missions. And in this remark we do not include 
all missions. In some there has been marked wisdom in this matter, 
and the infant churches have had the responsibility thrown upon 
them, have been trained to go alone as soon as possible, and have 
early developed a manly independence and vigor, which, next to the 
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promises of God, are the best guarantee that this world can be evan- 
__ gelized. As notable examples of this kind we may mention the work 
among the Karens of Burma, and some of the missions in | Japan, | 
Turkey and China. 

At the same time we know missions twenty, thirty, forty years old, 
which are still mere babies, kept in swaddling clothes and fed on sweet- 
ened milk and dainties, till they have obtained abnormal size, but 
cords, sinews, muscle, backbone—all these are wanting. They have 
no power of locomotion, and the mission and foreign boards have to: 
carry them still, often feeding them sugar plums to quiet their com- 
plainings, for they are more imperious in their demands in proportion 
as they are weak and useless. Such missions had better have heroic 
treatment, even if some of them die under the operation. 

We congratulate our brethren in Persia on the good beginning here 
made. It is unmistakably in the right direction. Let them devolve 
responsibility upon the native preachers and churches just as far as 
they show true piety, zeal and ability to manage the sacred interests 
involved. And in this immediate connection there is another part of 
this same subject which fidelity to Christ and this sacred cause of 
foreign missions most dear to Him, forbid that we should pass in 
silence. It is the placing of proper responsibility upon the foreign 
missionaries themselves by the boards and their officers at home. For 
such weaklings as exist among the foreign missions, the missionafies. 
are mainly responsible ; though by no means wholly so. For with- 
holding responsibility from the missionaries the foreign boards and 
their officers in Christendom are responsible. And where missionaries 
themselves are not trained to exercise responsibility, how can they be 
expected to have confidence in their native helpers and churches, and 
to devolve proper responsibility on them? We believe the mistake 
on the part of the boards is the greater and more injurious of the two, 
and largely involves, in its results, the mistake of the missionaries in 
withholding responsibility fromthe native helpers and churches. So: 
far as our knowledge and observation extend, the missions in which 
the missionaries are most untrammeled and maintain the most manly 
independence in their own plans and work, are also the missions in 
which the native helpers and churches soonest develop the same ele- 
ments of character and become self-supporting. 

History records the marked contrast between the liberal a of 
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the honorable East India Company of England, towards its governors 
and officials, and the narrow, fettering policy of the French Govern- 


ment towards Labourdonais and the other able men it sent to compete 
with the English inthe early conquest of India. 


The English imposed large responsibility, and accorded freedom of 
action as emergencies should require. The French imposed checks 
and restraints, keeping their officials in straight-jackets, recalling their 
ablest generals to France and subjecting them to humiliating and 
ruinous trials. The result of these varying policies is now manifest in 
India having become the brightest gem in the crown of England’s 
Queen and India’s Empress. 

The ruinous policy adopted by France is far less pardonable in a 
missionary than in a political organization ; for in a Christian church 
or society, such policy is as much opposed to the spirit of the Gospel 
and the practice of the early church, as it is to the explicit teaching of 
Christ himself. | 

In a frank conversation with the oldest Secretary of one of the 
largest foreign boards in America, we elicited the admission that the 
said board could get along with fewer Secretaries if it would do to 
supervise less carefully the details of expense in the missions. ‘This is 
an important admission, and we thank Bro. L. for it. And on this 
point we desire to record our conviction that such supervision of the 
details of expenses in a mission abroad by a Secretary in Christendom, 
is not only wholly unnecessary, but wholly impracticable. Viewing 
the employment of a Secretary for such a purpose in the most amia- 
ble light, it is simply “ penny-wise and pound-foolish ”—giving $4000 
or $5000 a year, to save a few dimes, which, after all, the Secretary 
can’t save and don’t save; while the example of extravagance in his 
employment and salary has its pernicious influence on the minds of all 
the missionaries and native helpers who know of it. 

Let our foreign boards have more confidence in their missionaries 
abroad and impose more responsibility upon them—both in the use 
of the small sums they can send them for miscellaneous expenses, and 
in the plans and agencies they may please to adopt for accomplishing 
the work they have in hand. Let the official correspondence and 
legislation be greatly diminished, even if some of our Foreign Secreta- 


ries have to seek eucan for lack of work to do in their present 


offices. 
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Of the honest judgment of the great majority of our churches on 
this subject we have no doubt. They are more ready to trust the mis- 
sionaries abroad for choosing wise agencies and for wisely using the 
‘money sent to them than they are to trust the boards or Secretaries in 
Christendom. ‘They recognize the fact that their missionaries, toiling 
in the heat of the conflict, have given better evidence of live interest 
in this work than any in Christendom have given, or can give without 
engaging in this same work themselves. 

Let these same Foreign Secretaries, now trying to supervise the 
details of expense in the foreign missions, go themselves to the missions 
—not to do the bossing, but to do the work—and after 20 to 40 years 

earnest and effective work among the heathen, will the churches 
have any less confidence in their judgment as to agencies and expenses 
for doing the work than they have now ? 

We commend this subject to the very serious and penyerfel consid- 
eration of our foreign boards and Secretaries. Such consideration will 
remind them of missions that have suffered immensely, and are still 
suffering, because the proper measure of responsibility has been with- 
held from the missionaries. 

We need not add that we are in favor of holding missionaries to 
their proper responsibility when accorded to them, as much so as we 
are in favor of holding foreign boards to their responsibility to the 
church. While we do not hesitate to record our convictions that for 
our foreign boards to monopolize the responsibility of the church on 
the one hand, and of the missionaries on the other, concentrates power 
just where it is least effective for good, and certain to work evil. 

We touch this subject but lightly now, as there is more to follow at 
one point of our “ Answer to the Presbyterian Foreign Board,” which 
will come in proper connection. Meanwhile we can but express some 
hope that this good beginning in Persia, to place proper responsibility 
on the native preachers and churches, will widely extend its influence 
and lead to similar action in other foreign missions; thus setting for- 
ward more rapidly, not only education, but also the more vital, spir- 
itual work of the missions. 
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Sailing of Missionaries. 


VIIL.--SAILING OF MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. D. Herron and his daughter, Miss Annie Herron, sailed for India 
April 15th, 1879. Mr. Herron is returning to his life-work of 24 years already, 
and his daughter goes to begin the service she inherits from her birth in India, 
and early consecration to it. | 

Rev. J. E. and Mrs. Scott sailed Feb. 15th, 1879, returning to Van, Eastern 
Turkey. 

Miss Mary H. Porter returning to Pekin, and Miss Abby M. Colby, sailed 
from San Francisco May Ist, 1879. 

Miss Mary Sharp sailed in March, 1879, for Liberia, to teach in the Mon- 
rovia Seminary. She has already spent 14 years teaching among the Freed- 
men at the South. 

Rev, E. F. Loundsbury left New York, returning to Bulgaria May 6th, 1879. 

Miss Pomfrets and Miss Taylor (Wesleyan) sailed for the West Indies 
March 3d, 1879. 

Rev. Henry Williams sailed March 8th, 1879, for Sierra Leone, Africa. 

The Revs. John Milum, W. T. Pullen, Robert Dixon and M. James Elliot, 
sailed April 12th, 1879, for Western Africa. 

The Rev. Samuel Hill sailed for Galle, Ceylon, April 12th, 1879. 

Brother and Sister W. Peper sailed from Southampton January 17th, 1879, 
for Moskito Coast. 

Rev. John Mackintosh sailed from Liverpool for Calcutta, March 15th, 1879. 

Rev. M. A, and Mrs. Sherring, and Mrs. Mather, and Rev. J. H. and Mrs. 
Walton, returning to their missions in India; also Miss McMicking and Miss 
Linley for Calcutta, Rev. Morris Thomas for Vizagapatam, as also Miss 
Thomas and Miss Cullis, sailed November 6th, 1878. 

The Rev. W. T. and Mrs. Pilter sailed from Southampton Feb. 27th, fh 
for Jaffa, Palestine. 

Mr. W. D. and Mrs. Burton sailed from New York in December, 1878, for 
Sierra Leone. 

Mr. G. Sneath sailed from Liverpool March 15th, 879. for the North Pacific 
Mission. 

Rev. F. Bellamy left England April 16th, 1879, an Palestine. 

Rev. J. A. and Mrs. Lamb left Liverpool April 5th, 1879, for Sierra Leone. 

Rev. F. and Mrs. Bower left London March 24th, 1879, for Madras. 

Rev. J. Hudson Taylor, Director of the China Inland Mission, was to sail 
March goth, 1879, returning to China, and with him Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy, 
returning, Mr. William J. Hunnex and Mr. Henry W. Hunt, Mr. Coulthard, 
whose father furnished his outfit and passage, and Mr. Pigott, who not only 
goes at his own charges, but assists some of the others to go. Here, surely, is 
‘an example which may well-be emulated. 

Mrs. Mateer, returning to Travancore, South India, sailed Sock 28th, 1879. 
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The Rev. W. G. and Mrs. Mawbey sailed for Hankow, China, Apr. 9th, 1879. 
The Rev. W. Griffith and Mr. E. J. Southon sailed for Zanzibar and Central 
_ Africa, April 18th, 1879.- 

Rev. J. Mullens, D. D. Secretary L. M. S., sailed for Ave. 24th, 1879. 


IX.--DEATH NOTICES OF MISSIONARIES. 


MR. PENROSE, of Nyanza Mission, was murdered by robbers in December, 
1878, while ex route from Ugogo to Ujjiji. | 

Rev. C. Reuther died at — January 22d, 1879, after 36 years of labor. 
in India. 

Mrs, Galt, of Hangchow, China, died at séa, December 30th, 1878, ex route 
to England. 

Mrs. C. F. Schleuker, of the West African Mission, died in Germany Feb- 


ruary 14th, 1879. 
Mrs. T. P. Harvey, of the C. I. M., died March 23d, 1879, in England. 


Rev. William Campbell, missionary in South India from 1824 to 1836, died 
in London, December 14th, 1878, in his 80th year. 

The Rev. J. B. Thomson died at Ujiji, September 22d, 1878, He had been 
the responsible leader of the mission party in the long and trying march from 
Zanzibar, and his death is a severe blow to the new mission. 

Rev. Alexander Stronach died at Chelsea, England, February 6th, 1879, 1 in 
his 78th year. He had been a missionary more than 40 years. 

Mrs. Adam Robson died January 16th, 1879, at Port Elizabeth, aged g1 
years, 55 of which were spent in mission service. 

Mrs. E. R. W. Krause, of Raratonga Mission, died at Niesky, Prussia, Jan- 
uary 29th, 1879. 


Rev. Henry Lamb died at the Gambia, November 23d, 1878. 
Mrs. Haigh died at Shemoga, Mysore, India, December 18th, 1878. 
Rev. E. R. Slack, of Jamaica, died February 8th, 1879. 


Mrs. James Chalmers, of the New Guinea Mission, died at Sydney, Feb. 2oth, 
1879. ‘‘ A most valuable laborer’’ some Io years in Raratonga, before coming 
to New Guinea. ‘‘ One of the brightest heroines the mission-field has ever 
known,” 

Mrs. Mathers, of Mirzapore, India, died March 2gth, 1879. Her son-in-law, 
the Rev. M. A. Sherring, of Benares, writes: ‘‘ For nearly forty years she car- 

ried on a great work among the numerous girls’ schools she established in 
-Mirzapore. * * She wrote a large number of books in Urdu and Hindee 
for the benefit of native women and girls. The language she employed was at 
once simple and idiomatic. So highly did the government of the Northwest 
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Provinces recognize the value of these books, that on one occasion alone it pur- 

-chased no less than 160,000 copies of them. * * She gave mea Manu- 
script Bible Dictionary [prepared by her] of more than 3000 pages, which was 
afterwards published, illustrated by 159 plates—a book of immense value to 
the native Christians.”’ 


Miss Emma G. Jones died in Baltimore, March Igth, 1879. A faithful 
worker in China from 1845 to 1862. Her memory is still cherished there. 


Bro. W. E. Schrader died Dec. 2d, 1878, at Charlottenburg, Surinam, after 
13 years’ service. 

Bro. George Heath died January Iogth, 1879, after 28 years’ service in the 
West Indies, 

Sr. J. G. Meyer died Feb. 18th, 1879; many years in the West Indies. 


Mr. Alexander Morton died at Old Caluhar, Africa, Jan. 3d, 1879. 


Rev. David Scott died in New York, April 5th, 1879, having just returned 
from Persia, on account of his wife’s health. 


Mrs. Mary A. Andrews, died at Honolulu, March roth, 1879. 


Rev. Hiram Torbet, of the M. E. South India Conference, was killed, March 
12th, 1879, by falling into the hold of a ship in Bombay harbor. He had 
reached India only 3 months before, Dec. 16th, 1878, and gave promise of 
very great usefulness. 


X.--BOOK, LITERARY, AND OTHER NOTICES. 


WOMAN'S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF PRESBYTERIAN HOME MISSIONS. 


WE are glad to see a general organization of Christian women for the home 
work of the church. Special as is our interest in foreign missions, and the 
vaster desolations of the heathen world, we would not have the waste places of 
our own land neglected; and judicious organization secures as decided advan- 
tages here asin the foreign fields. A few right principles involved in the 
working of this committee, are as follows: 


‘rt, This committee shall be called the ‘Woman’s Executive Committee of 
Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church.’ 

‘2. It shall co-operate with the Board of Home Missions, and shall under- 
take no work without its approval. 

‘3. Its object shall be to diffuse information, stimulate and superintend the 
work of the women throughout the church, for home missions in all its branches ; 
including the raising of money for teachers’ salaries, &c. 
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‘4, * * The work in detail shall be carried on under the advice and 
sanction of the pastors and sessions, the presbyteries, synods, and the Gen- 
eral Assembly.”’ 


These principles place the organization in its proper attitude towards the 
Home Board, and rightly recognizes the fundamental rights and responsibili- 
ties of the synods, presbyteries, sessions, and pastors. The rights and respon- 
sibilities of these, in their respective limits, should yield to no rules of commit- 
tees or boards. 

Some of the rules of this organization, which commend themselves by their 
manifest wisdom, are— 


‘*2, * * Members of the committee from every part of the country have 
welcome right, of course, to be present [in all meetings] and to vote upon any 
question. 

‘3, Three shall constitute a quorum. [This quorum is too small. | 


‘‘4, An annual report shall be made to the Board of Home Missions every 
March. 


‘6, Each syndical committee may carry on the work as approved by their 
synod.” 


Every such organization, not excepting the parent Boards of Home and For- 
eign Missions, should be subordinate to the regularly constituted church courts 
and amenable to them. 

Of the employment of Christian teachers, recently authorized by General As- 
sembly, the circulars of this woman's committee well says: 


“The plan of late adopted by the Board of Home Missions of employing 
Christian women as teachers in Utah, Alaska, and elsewhere, affords an appro- 
priate outlet to the sympathy awakened among the women of our church in 
view of the needs of our country. Educational advantages are as much called 
for in some of our western territories as in heathen lands. In fact the general 
assembly has distinctly committed to us the support of schools if established, in 
order that no money contributed toward the salaries of home missionaries may 
be diverted from the primary end in view. Such schools have already been 
greatly blessed. 54 teachers are already in the field. 

‘‘The expense for a teacher in Alaska and New Mexico, is $500 a year. In 
Utah, $300 a year. Money is needed for the general work of our committee. 
Specific objects will be gladly allotted, where desired.” 


We wonder this scheme was not sanctioned and adopted in home work many 
years ago. 

Provided undue attention is not given to home work to the neglect of the 
foreign fields, we shall rejoice in the highest success of this organization. Its 
officers are—Mrs. Ashbel Green, President; Mrs. J. B. Dunn, Vice President ; 


Mrs. S. F. Scovel, Vice President; Mrs. F. E. H. Haines, Cor. Secretary ; Mrs, 
J. D. Bedle, Rec. Secretary ; Mrs. M. E. Boyd, Treasurer. 

All contributions of money should be sent to Mrs. M. E. Boyd, Treasurer, 
box 3863, 23 Centre street, New York, 
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Soctal Life of the Chinese, by Rev. Justus Doolittle: Harper & Brothers, 
New York, 1876. This volume embodies a vast amount of information, has © 
more than 150 illustrations, and a pretty careful examination of it inclines us 
to commend it very warmly to all wishing to know more of China and the 
Chinese. 


The Theological and Homiletic Monthly, Rev. R. N. Sledd, D. D., of Rich- 
mond, Va., editor and publisher. This new periodical starts off with a fresh- 
ness and vigor that give good promise. The contents of the first number are: 

Dogmatic Theology, by Bishop D. S. Doggett; The Conscience a Witness 
to a Personal God, by the Rev. W. E. Edwards; A Vital Question, Christian 
Intelligencer, New Testament Names of Ministers of the Gospel; A Mennon- 
ite Call to the Ministry, CAvistian at Work, The Glorification of Doubt, Zhe 
Interior ; How to Reach the Masses in Our Cities, by the Rev. S. Rogers, 
D. D.; The Homily—lIts History ; The Place and Fundamental Rules of Homi- 
letics, Dr. Lange; Rules Against Misreading, Misquoting, and Misinterpreting 
the Scriptures, by the Rev. J. C. Granberry, D. D.; The Godly Man’s Assur- 
ance that His Prayers are Heard, a Sermon by the Editor; The Cross of 
Christ; Exposition of Romans v., 1, 2, by the Rev. T. O. Summers, D. D.; 
Editorial Miscellany ; Our New Enterprise; Book Notices; The Sunday-School; 
Brevities. | 

The above has been crowded out, till the 2d and 3d numbers of this Monthly 
have reached us, each number growing in interest, ability, and excellence. 


South Africa and Its Mission Fields, by Rev. J. E. Carlyle: Nisbet & Co., 
London. This volume seems to have been written in an impartial, catholic 
spirit, in full sympathy with effective evangelistic work, and gives evidence of 
judicious care, of wide and industrious research, and embodies much accurate 
and reliable information. We know not where to look for a narrative of mis- 
sion work in South Africa so complete and reliable. Mr. Carlyle gives a sum- 
mary of the Scottish missions in South Africa as follows, viz. : 


U. P.'s. 


The Free Church and United Presbyterian Church together, have 3007 mem- 
bers, 22 ordained European missionaries, over gooo adherents, and 2813 pupils. 
The Lovedale institution alone, has some 400 pupils. The church members in 
the missions of all branches of the church in South Africa, are more than 


35,000. 


Colton's Missionary Map. The Rev. James McWhinnie writes; ‘‘I have 
found this map an invaluable help in preaching missionary sermons and in the 
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missionary concert. Hung up before the eyes of the people, it gives an idea 
of the magnitude and success of the missionary enterprise, which any verbal 
‘description fails to convey. The map is twelve and a half feet by six and a 
_ half, but, as it is not mounted, can be folded easily into a small compass. * * 
It will pay any church to get it, in the knowledge it increases and the interest 
it excites.” 


The Illustrated Christian Weekly is an attractive, interesting, pictorial, and 
literary journal, especially adapted to the wants of the family. The many 
testimonials of the press and public, and its great success, abundantly attest 
the fact that the Weekly meets a felt want, and is eminently fitted to be useful 
in the line marked out. It contains 12 pages, and is the only highly illustrated 
religious weekly paper in the United States. The price at which it is offered, 
$2.50 a year in advance, postpaid, is moderate, and makes it the cheapest 
illustrated paper in the world. Address, 150 Nassau street, New York. 


Fonas King, Missionary to Syria and Greece, by F. E. H. H.: American. 
Tract Society, 150 Nassau St., New York. 

This book is a rare gem enchased in rare adornings. It is Io years since the 
death of Jonas King, and yet this memoir is all the better for the delay. It 
does not gather up so many details—details all eventful and full of interest, 
true—as it would have done published at an earlier date, but it condenses the 
essential facts and doings of an earnest, devoted and heroic life in such form 
as to secure more readers and make the volume a permanent treasure to the 
church. It should be studied by all young men desiring to make their own 
lives useful, 

The preparation of this volume was evidently a labor of love, performed by 
a cultured mind and a gifted hand. Claiming only to be lifting to view and 
joining with a thread ‘‘a shining link here and there in the chain of exceeding 
beauty,’’ made up of the ‘‘24 volumes of closely-written journal’’ left by Dr. 
King, the author makes her ‘‘thread’’ of no less ‘‘ exceeding beauty,” well 
fitted to join such ‘‘ shining links.’’ We would gladly illustrate with copious 
extracts, revealing choice literary culture, taste and judgment, rare descriptive 
power and a depth and richness of Christian experience attained only by those 
who ‘“‘ walk and talk with God,’’ but our space forbids extracts, and we can 
only assure our readers they will find here a life of far more than ordinary in- 
terest and usefulness portrayed with far more than ordinary skill, good taste 
and discrimination. 


The Princeton Review, (37 Park Row, New York.) This unrivaled bi- 
monthly carries abundant commendation in the weight and worth of its own 
pages. Its subjects for May are ‘‘ Force, Law and Design,”’ by President Por- 
ter, D. D., LL.D., Yale College; ‘‘ Continental Painting at Paris in 1878,"’ by 
Philip Gilbert Hamerton, France; ‘‘ University Work in America,” Prof. B. L. 
Gildersleeve, John Hopkins University ; ‘Science and a Future State,’’ Bal- 
four Stewart, LL.D., F. R. S.; ‘‘The Final Philosophy,” by Rev. Dr. Francis 
L. Patton, Chicago; ‘‘ The Critical Estimate of Mosaism,"’ by Rev. Alfred 
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Cave, D. D., England; ‘‘ The Idea of Cause,’’ by Prof. Francis Bowen, Har- 
vard College; ‘‘A Plea for Free Trade,” by Arthur Arnold, London; ‘‘ The 
Supremacy of Conscience and of Revelation,’ by Lyman H. Atwater, D. D., 
LL.D., Princeton College. 


Frank Leslie's Sunday Magazine for Fune. This number closes the fifth 
semi-annual volume of this periodical. Its index shows a remarkable variety 
of literary contents, with nearly 500 engravings. We know not where to look 
for such affluence, either in illustrations or subjects treated, in any other publi- 
cation. 


Rev. Mr. Cushing, Am. Baptist Missionary at Bhamo, has a Shan Dictionary 
in the press, soon to issue. 


The Rev. E. M. Wherry is preparing a Commentary on the Koran, to be 
published by Triibner & Co., London. 


Japanese Missionaries for America, We see notice that the zealous ‘‘ Nishi 
Honganji’’ are founding a school ‘‘ for educating priests, and a select few, 
when their education is finished, will be sent on a proselyting mission to 
Europe and America.’’ They could not furnish better proof of live elements in 
their religious faith. Let the missionaries come. 


The Preacher and Homiletic Monthly is a valuable magazine of sermons by 
the ablest preachers of the day, on subjects of commanding interest, compris- 
ing, also, the international Sunday-school lessons, homiletically treated, ser- 
monic criticism, hints at the meaning of texts, queries and answers, themes 
and texts of current sermons, and suggestive themes for study and considera- 
tion. Our examination of this Monthly has resulted in the conviction that it 
is fitted to be a very valuable help to every preacher and pastor who will study 
it. Bev. I. K. Funk, Editor, Religious Newspaper Agency, 21 Barclay Street, 
New York. 


International Presbyterian Magazine. One result of the Pan Presbyterian 
Council, held in Edinburgh last year, is the publication of an international 
Presbyterian magazine or review. It will discuss the social and religious ques- 
tions of the day, and their relation to the polity and doctrine of this ecclesias- 
tical organization. It will not be the organ of any particular section of this 
church, while it will seek to make known the opinions of the whole denomina- 
tion. The Rev. D. Blakie, of Edinburgh, whose special qualifications for the 
office are well known, has accepted the editorship, and will be assisted in this 
country by the Rev. Dr. Mathews, of New York. The contributions, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, will be by men eminent in the church. The magazine 
will be published monthly, and the first number on the Ist of January, by Jas. 
Nisbet & Co., London, and A. D. F. Randolph & Co,, New York. 
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[Supplement to Tue Missionary Review.] 


XI.--MORE ECHOES. 


Some friends assure us that the feeling which has prevented our 
publishing these “echoes” as they have come back to us, is wrong and 
unjustifiable. While warmly appreciating such ingenuous approval — 
of our efforts, by so many of the ablest and best minds and organs of 
the country, we have shrunk from giving them to the public in our 
own REVIEW, lest our motive should be misapprehended. In yield- 
ing now to the judgment of friends, and giving this small installment 
of the many kind words that have come to us, we are influenced 
mainly by two thoughts: ; 

1. Our readers have a right to know each other’s opinions of THE 
REVIEW. 

2. These “echoes” embody much that may prove more helpful 
than our own articles, even, in supporting the views and principles we 
seek to advocate. None of the following ‘“ echoes” have appeared in 
this periodical before— 


“THE MISSIONARY REVIEW, conducted by Rev. R. G. Wilder, Princeton, N. J., 
$1.50, in advance. This is a new magazine of 64 pages, published once in two 
months, which, if it continue as well as it has been begun, will prove an exceed- 


ingly valuable contribution to missionary literature. Mr. Wilder was a missionary 
himself, and knows whereof he writes.” —The Presbyterian Record, of Canada. 


“THE MIssIONARY REVIEW, published at Princeton, N. J., by Rev. R. G. 
Wilder, has just completed its first year. The November and December number 
is replete with good things. We are on the whole greatly encouraged by this effort. 
A little more time and a little more generous support will put this in the front rank 
of Reviews, and it will become a necessity to thoughtful people wishing to master 
the subject of missions.’”’— Northern Christian Advocate. 


“THe MISSIONARY REVIEW for November-December is an excellent number. | 
The admirable account of the ‘Introduction of Christianity into India,’ by Rev. 
Samuel Hutchins, is continued from the preceding number ; and the three articles 
which follow give a detailed account, with statistics, of the foreign missions of the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, the United Presbyterian Church, and the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church. There is a brief article on ‘Foreign Missionary Publica- 
tions;’ several pages are devoted to a series of encouraging ‘Items showing Pro- 
gress,’ and there is a full supply of missionary news.”— The Christian Intelligencer. 
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“We find THE REVIEW very instructive. It does good service in our Young 
People’s Missionary Meeting.”—A. E. 


“T am more than pleased with THE MIssIONARY Review.”—T. B. G. 


“T am greatly interested in your REVIEW, and am sure it is doing good. I hope 
its circulation will double every year.”—N. F. G. 


“T like your REVIEW exceedingly. I know of no other publication where we 
may obtain such a broad view of what is being done for the Master throughout the 


world.’—W. J. E. 


“T regard it a very important Journal for the interests of the missions.” —J. L. 


“ By all means, if practicable, keep on with THE ReEviEew. It is doing a good 
work in a good cause.”’—J. M.S. 


“Such a REVIEW is very greatly needed. * * I was exceedingly interested in 
the Answer to the Foreign Board.”—G. B. N. 


“T like Tor Review. It brings before one so many different ways and means 


of effort in the foreign missionary work, with their comparative results at once. 


Each number seems more and more important and valuable.”—N. L. U. 


“No. 5 of your valuable MIsstioNARY REVIEW is received. Such a REVIEW is a 
great desideratum. Do send me the previous numbers.”—H.A.T. [Sec’y of a 
missionary society. | 


‘“T take pleasure in saying I am a subscriber to THE MIsstONARY REVIEW, and 
read it with enjoyment and profit, and heartily commend it. Asa critical journal, 
it is exceedingly valnable, and should be liberally supported.”—P. 8. } 


“This REVIEW, giving a summary of the missionary work of all denominations 
and agencies the world over, and not merely the work of its own constituency, like 
other organs, is what I have long felt the need of as a pastor.”—S. H. 


‘“T believe THE MiIssIONARY REVIEW is growing in favor as rapidly as it becomes 
known. It proves itself a valuable aid to ministers in preparing for the monthly 
concert, and occupies a very important place in our periodical religious literature. 
I do hope you will be abundantly encouraged and supported.”’—H. I. V. L. 


“T have gained more information from a single numper of THE MIssIONARY 
REVIEW than from a dozen other missionary periodicals.”—G. V. D. 


“T cannot say too much in praise of THE Missionary REvIEW. I value it much 
more than any other missionary publication.”—A. H. 8. 


“T believe the MissioNARY REVIEW is thoroughly well calculated to interest and 
instruct, and, in short, to accomplish much of the work that has to be done in 
quickening missionary zeal. For one, I am glad to continue taking THE REVIEW, 
and am glad there is found to conduct it a man of experience in the field, furnish- 
ing us not only the result of his observations, but also some of the philosophy to 
which those observations have contributed.”—L. E. C. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 
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